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Legislature of Massachusetts. 
Answer of the honorable senate to the speech of his 
§ _excellency the governor. 

May it please your excellency, 

The senate of Massachusetts have witnessed, with 
emotions of ardent gratitude to Heaven, the re-elec- 
tion of your excellericy to the office of chief thagis- 
trate of this commonwealth. The ability, integrity, 
and patristism; so conspicuous in the publie admin 
stration and private life of your excellency, affords 
the strongest assurance of the disinterested zeal 
with which your excellency will continue to seck 
and promote the prosperity and happiness of the 
people. In times of domestic turbulence and exter- 
nal danger; they looked to your excellency for eoun- 
sel and assistance, and in your wisdom; moderation 
and firmness, they have found a sure and certain 
guide. The spirit of party turbulence has been 
checked; abuse reformed, the rights of the people 
ascertained and preserved, and the sovereinty of thie 
state asserted and maintained, and tranquility re- 
stored to our councils. ‘hese have been the frtits 
of your excellency’s administrations and of that spirit 
of candor and nidderation which your example has 
every where diffused among the people. 

The injuries which the people of this common. 
wealth have experienced; and the sufferings they 
have endured from the oppressive measures of our 
national government, have been great and manifold, 
and have becn borne with a patience almost unex- 
ampled. Among tliese nieastires, the system of com- 
mercial restrictions, which, for the last seven years 
has been so cruelly enforced; is not the least consi- 
derable. 

_ Under the operation of this system, our citizens 
have been driven from their accustomed employ- 
ments; deprived of the means of their subsistence; 
and cuit off from the sources of their wealth. Not 
only has the intercourse with foreign nations and the 
neighboring states been prohibited, but they have 
been “interdicted the right of navigating from port 
to port within the limits of the state; and of fishing 
on its coasts.” Powers witich the people of this 
commonwealih had never delegated to their national 
rulers, have heen exercised, with unrelenting severi- 
ty, for their destruction ; and rights, which they had 
never surrendered; have been torn from them by 
rathless violence under the forms of law. To op- 
pression and restraints alike hostile to the principles 
of civil liberty, and the eXpress provision of the 
Constitution, it was not to be expected a free people, 
Jealous of their rights; and constioug of their 
Strength, would long submit in silence. ‘To their 
national rulers, therefore, they made knoWn their 
frievances and uttered their complaints. They stated 
the rtin which awaited themi, and humbly petitioned 
for relief. They appealed to the constitution; which 
Suaranteed the protection and encouragemeit of 
Pee ager so necessary for their prosperity; and to 
an union, Which was “established to provide for 

common defence, and to promote the general wel- 
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fare” But their complaints were uttered in vain. 


Pian Aneta to commerce, and a spirit of 
: ca aggrandizement in the south and in the west, 
ontroled our ge councils: Usder the opera- 
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tion of these causes; the influence of the eastern and 
northern states has been annihilated, and measures 
fatal to their interests, and hostile to their rights, 
have colistantly marked the course of that admini- 
stration, whose duty it was to cherish and protect 
them. 

It was then that the eyes of the people of this 
commonwexlth were turned to their state legislature. 





They claimed of the immediate guardians of their 
rivhts, that protection which is their due. They 
demanded such an interposition in their favor; as 
would not only relieve them from present suffering, 
but secure them against future oppression, and re- 
store to them that constitutional weight and influ- 
ence, of which they had been unjustly deprived + 
The spirit of firmness and forbearance which cha- 
racterize the proceedings of the late general court 
in referente to these complaints, has met the most 
cordial approbation of the senate, and they beg 
leave to assure your excellency, that the papers and 
documents upon this interesting subject, referred to 
in your excellency’s communication, shall receive 
all ihe attention to which their importance is entitled. 

Since the last session, indeed, the people of this 
commonwealth have witnessed with “peculiar satis; 
faction,” the removal of one of the causes of their 
sufferings, by the repeal of the “embargo and non- 
importation laws ;” and they are not without hope 
that “a milder and more pacific disposition in the 
government,” will induce it forever to relinquish 
that odious system of restrictions which has “prov- 
ed far more injurious to us than to the people of 
Great Britain.” 


The sentimerits of the people of Massachusetts, 
as well as of their legislature upon the subjects of 
the war with Great Britain, have been so often ex- 
‘pressed, that it is unnecessary for the senate to re-. 
ipeat their solemn conviction of its injustice. Out 
national rulers and the world, well Know that the 
sons of Massachusetts, the legitimate descendants 
of those who achieved our independence; and found= 
ed the American republic, are not regardless of the 
rights and honot or the interest of the nation. They 
‘know full well, that in a just and necessary war, a 
war for the maintainance or defence of either of 
these great objects, no sacrifice would be deemed 
too great and.no privation intolerable. But ih the 
prosecution of a war fotvaded in falsehood, declared 
without necessity, and whose real object was extent 
of territory by unjust conquests, and to aid the late 
tyrant of Europe in his views of aggrandizement, 
our rulers could expett no aid from the peoplé of 
this commonwealth, excepting only that which they 
had a strict “right by the Constitution to demand.” 
The senate agree with your excellency, that “the 
manntr of carrying on the war has had no tendency 
to satisfy us of its policy or of its justice.” 

Defeat, disgrace and disaster have marked its pro- 
gress on the land; and although the gallant achiev- 
ments of our heglected navy, the offspring of a bet- 
ter policy; and more auspicious times, have “plucked 
from the deep the drowning honor of our country,” 
yet we caiinot forget the cate in which they were 
enraged, nor the erticl policy which has culted for 
such a sacrifice of biood at their hands. 
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In addition to the enormous expences which have; Proposed amendment to the answer of the senate {, 
hecessarily attended a war of invasion, we have wit- the guvernor’s speech. 
nessed a profligate expenditure of public money,| While the reported answer to the governor’s speech 
the imposition of taxes, loans and exactions, equally] was under consideration in the semate, the hon. Mr, 
oppressive to the present and future generations.| Hozmrs, of York, rose and offered the following 
We have seen the territories of unoffending provinces! amendment: 
invaded, whose inhabitants were connected with ma-| Erase between the word “exeellency,” in the first 
ny of our citizens, “by the ties of blood and the ha-!line, and the words; “the senate,” after the word 
bits of friendship.” ‘The spirit of cupidity has ex-|‘froward,” in the last poge but one, and insert, 
tended its grasp to the “rightful possessions of the; “The senate have considered your excellency’s 
inciam tribes,” and a cruel war of extermination, | address with all the attention amd respect, due to 
at which humanity revolts, his been prosecuted | every communication from the chief magistrate of the 
against them. ‘he rules which have heretofore re-|commonwealth of Massachusetts.. The memorials 
giilated civilized nations, have, in many instances,|and report mentioned in the address, denouncing an 
been abandoned—~and peaceful villages, in a most in-| act of congress as unconstitutional and oppressive, 
clement season, have been wrapt in flames by order} have been laid before us. It is matter of extreme 
of an American commander. A system of retaliation] regret, that a law so necessary torestrain unprinci- 
was adopied, which tended to increase the ferocity! pled men from aiding the enemy in time of war, 
of a war already too sanguinary, and to call into ac-| should have been made a theme of invective and 
tion the vindictive passions of the contending par-)abuse, and that the exeeutive and legislature of a 
ties: The lives of honorable men were exposed on | former general court should have encouraged oppo- 
both: sides, to retaliate for a few unnaturalized Bri-|sition, to the verge of insurrection and civil war.— 
lish subjects, who’ had voluntarily entered into the | Considering the unfortunate and pernicious examples 
service of our government, and who were taken in'of the rulers of the state government of the last 
arms within the territory of their country. In the! vear, we agree with your excellencv, that much cre- 
Opinion of the senate, it isnot only the right, but the dit is due to our fellow-citizens, that “none of the 
duty of a people, mindful of what they owe to them-' measures of the general government had been op- 
selves, their country and their God, to oppose by! posed by violence, and no dangerous commotions 
every peaceable and constitutional cffort a war thus’ have disgraced the people.” 
declared, and thus prosectrted. But with your ex-|  *Fhe senate are aware, that the restraints of the 
¢ellency “we are happy to observe, that none of the embargo were severely felt by many citizens of this 
measures of the generak government have been op- state, whose occupations were exclusively maritime; 
posed by violence, and that no dangerous commo-! but it i witl pleasure and pride we have witnessed 
tions have disgraced the people of this common-' tit those restrictions have been borne by the people 
wealth,” and we trust eur fellow citizens willconti- with a patience and fidelity, highly honorable to 
nue to manifest the same regard to order, and that | them, and worthy the imitation of those men of ta- 
they will seek relief and safety in such manner only, | lents and’ information, who, against knowledge, com- 
a3 wisdom and justice shall dictate, and the consti-| plain most, with least cause. 
stgtution of our country will justify. But, although) * ‘Fhe senate have perceived on this, as on former 
We btlieve that peace thay now be attained, if sought; oecasions, your excellency has affected to doubt the 
“in' the spirit of candor and reconciliation by our justice of the war, and attempted to dissuade the 
rulers,” the recent astonishing events in Europe have people from volusiteering in its support. But howe- 
lessened!’ ott apprehensions of the probable conse-;ver you may be disposed’ to yield to Great Britain 
quences of the war. Jt may be a war of suffering) the right of deciding on our property and our citi- 
and disgrace, but, thanks to a merciful Providence, | zenship, and how much soe¥er you may be attached 
it cannot terminate in our slavery and’ subjugation.! to the cpirion, that the capture and coiifinement of 
The arm of the mighty oppressor, in Whose cause | an American citizen at pleasure, is a British right, 
our government scemed disposed to engage, is! and ought not to be resisted, thé people of this state 
broken. Europe is dehvered from thraldom, and our|have long since exploded such opinions, and have 
liberties ransomed from: his’ grasp. The gigantic: united in justifying the war, by applauding its suc- 
despotism which had nearly exterminated freedom! cesses, exulting at its'triumphs, and rewarding the 
from the earth, subverted the independence of na-) héroes who have achieved the victories. | 
tions, and desolated the world, is'at length over-| “Nor do the senate perceive the weight nor justice 
whelmed, and the empire ef peace’ and order esta-!of the remark, that “the manner of carrying on the 
blished on its ruins. Though we cannot foresee nor | war,” is aproof of its injustice. If, as you suggest, 
predict, with certainty, the result of these mighty | the inhabitants of Canada are innocent and “unof- 
changes, yet we cannot refrain from congratulating) fending,’ and many of the people of this state are 
your excellency and our country, that the tremendous | egnnected with them by the “ties of blood, and the 
conflict which has so long spread havoc and carnage’ habits of friendship,” yet we are at a loss to perceive, 
through the earth, is closed, and joining the general | how a part of the British nation’can be innocent and 
voice of emancipated nations, in gratitude to him exempt from the effects of lawfiil warfare, or that 
“who ruleth among the mighty, and turneth head- | “ties of blood” and “habits of friendship” can ex- 
long the council of the froward.” clude individuals from the character of enemies. An 
The senate will endeavor to keep in mind your|example from Great Britain, will probably have 
excellency’s precepts, “to pursue a disinterested and! weight with vourexceilency; and it seems that even 
impartial course’of conduct, and to guard the rights | innocent and “unoffending”® Massachusetts, who has 
ant interests of their constituents, with steadiness! not fought, but has aided Great-Britain, has not been 
and fidelity? able to screen lrerself from British depredations and 
They have witnessed too much of the’ baleful in-| British blockades.’ We are constrained to say, that 
flucnce of party, to suffer it to mislead them from! we discover in this remark of your ex¢eliency, a 
the path of truth and duty, and they will most sin-|indireet censure of those brave men who so nobly 
ecrely co-operate with your excellency in every effort conquered on lake Erie, and of those generous and 
to restoie to their country, prosperity and peace. | patriotic citizens of Boston, who have so handsome- 
In senatoy June 8, 1814.—Read and accepted. ly complimented and rewarded the achievment. _ 
JOHN PHILLIPS, President. “The senate have witnessed, with peculiar sats- 
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faction, the pacific spirit of the national govern-)vation of our honor, or of our rights required i'-- 
qnent towards those tribes of Iudians with whom ef) wld believe that the war is highly injurious to the 
late we have been compelled to contend; and we) trie interests of our couitry, give voluntary aid to 
much lament that either their own native ferocity or }attempts at foreign conquest ? While it is our duty 
fanaticism, the excitement of a faction among us, or} to support the constitution of the United States, and 
the examples or bribes of Britain, shotild have urged/the laws emanating therefrom, we surely retain the 
them to a crtiel and barbarous warfare, which has| right of giving, in a candid and decent manner, and 
rendered necessary their severe chastisement, and| with 4 view of promoting the public welfare, our 
enay finally effect their utter extermination. Should | opinions respecting rulers and their measures. If a 
these deluded wretches return to their fidelity arid: time should come when we no longer enjoy this right, 
their duty, we have no doubt the United States will) we shall cease to be a free people. 
grain extend to them tliat mercy which they so clear+{ H-re then; let us distinguish—We are probably 
ly forfeited, and restore them to all the favor which | as well united in support of our national constitution, 
shall. be consistent with our future saf-ty. and in obedience to the laws, as could reasonably 
“We agree that our goverrment can have npjbe expected ; but let us never blend these with cur 
“temptation” to continue the war longer than to ob-fright of Opinion respecting men and measures. The 
tuin a release of our citizens from impressment, a sui-;same rule may apply to our state government. In 
table pledge for future security, and indemnity for |ygiving opinions, whether with respect to the one or 
past injuries. Until these objects are accomplished; |the other, a sucred tegard to truth should be pre- 
the senate will cordially unite with your excellency jserved ; but is it not to be deeply lamented thst in 
in loaning money, building ships; raising troops,}many parts ef our country, scarcely an individual 
restoring union, and reviving patriotism. can be found in an important public office, or wlio is 
“As the principle of the resolution from Pennsy]-ja candidate for such office, whatever may have been 
vania was determined last session; arid the “divers|his character and conduct in life, who escapes te 
subjects” mentioned in your address are not particu-|tongue and pen of slander? If virtue is an indispen- 
lurized, it is presumed that ncthing requiring our|sable requisite fur the support of a free republican 
attention, has fallen within your excellency’s obser-| government, how long may it be expected that our 
vation. We conclude that, in this state; every thing | institutions will last, if countenance is given to the 
is as it should be—That justice is dilly administered, |vilest abuse of characters, merely for party purposes? 
schools and colleges are liberally supported, ani} Well might it be, if our divisions should so far 
properly endowed—That the militia are duly orga-jcease, that ali would unite in discountenancing such 
nized, equipped and provided—that the fortifications '!conduct, and every man speak the truth to his 
are secure and strong; and the state is safe from dan- | neighbor. 
ger—and particularly, that there has been no extra-| In consequence of repeated representations from 
ordinary expenditure of money, of which it is neces-|the inhabit«nts of the town of Portsmouth, of the 
sary to inform the people: exposed situation of the town and harbor; and their 
“We heartily repond the sentiment, that as pa-japprehensions of an attack from the enemy ; and 
tricts we should not only “wish that the state and |finding that the forts occupied by the United States 
‘Nation may prosper, whoever directs their affairs,” | were very deficient in the requisite number of men; 








bit we further add, that we should unite our auitho-/on the 15th day of April I gave directions for rais- | | 


rity and example to encourage the people to rejoice jing one hundred men as a watch and guard; since 
at the successes of thie arms and enterprizes of the |that time, in consequence of repeated causes of 
United States—to preverit their misfortunes, allevi-|alarm, and very urgent applications, I consulted 
ate their sufferings, and promote their prosperity |with the council, and ordered out about five hun- 
and their glory—That tle motives of our national |dred of the militia, for defence of the town and har- 
rulers may be deterrained by the same rules of li-!bor. These orders were attended to with prompt- 


berality and charity, which yeu itictlcated and en-/uess honorable to those who were immediately con- | 
forced towards your favorite administrations. Then|cerned, and evincing, what I have aaa relied up- 


might we safely expect a glorious result. Then|on, a marked readiness in our militia for defending 


might we look to the God of battles for his protec-jour own cotntry. 
tion and blessing. Then should we again triumph 
over the enemies of our country, and enjoy the fruits 


of our victories in peace, safety, prosperity, fresdom, | papers relative thereto, that such provisions may bi 


and happiness. Then would Massachusetts resume tmade as you shal] find necessary. To resort tode | 


the rank from which she has descended, and put onjtachments, was to me very unpleasant, but consi 
er robe of righteousness:—{n patriotism bee’ as/dering it as a duty, it was unavoidable ; and it r 
the moon, in wisdom clear as the sun, and t@rac-|my ardent desire that arrangements may be mad 
T10N, “terrible as an army with banners.” more congenial with the sentiments of our fellow 
citizens. | 





seatLt Whether the great blessing of peace to our cow .. 


Legislature of N ew-Hampshire. trv is near at band or far off, I have no particul; | 


GOVERNOR’S SPEECH: means by which to form.anopinion. Should the wi | i 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and continue, we may expect the enemy will endeav: 
_ Gentlemen of the House of Represéntatives, to keep our sea-board in a continual state of alari 
Called by the suffrages of my fellow-citizens, to'Tt is highly reasonable to expect that our nation 

the office of chief executive magistrate for the en-| government would provitle sufficient force to pi 





suing year, I return my sincere thanks for this re-| tect our frontiers in all directions, rather than a } 
peated mark of their confidence, with an assurance! at foreign conauest. But if this is not done, 1 if 
that such powers as I possess, shall be exerted in See nenare, as particular guardians of the state, | 


promoting the public welfare. judge what is necessary for them to do. 


| 


Almost two years have elapsed since war was de-|| Ry a dispensation of the Sovereign Ruler of +), 
clared by our national government. And the citi-| nniverse, particularly afflictive ta me in the de ||) 
zens of our country have been, and are much divided| of a brother, there is a Vacuwcy in the represet i 
in their opinions upon the subject. How can those! tion from this state in the senate of the United Sta |) 
who conscientionsty believe that neither the preser- which it Wil be necessary to supply at this tithe if 


I rejoice that the legislature are in session so soor | 
after the transaction, and shall lay before vou the > 
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i have received-a letter from the honorable Samuel 
Smith, resigning his seat as a member of congress. 
The state of the treasury wil! be laid before you, 
and you will determine what further supplies may 
be necessary. | eee 
The state of our militia, at all times important to 
a free people, but particularly so in a time of war, 
will claim your attention. 
Many are the duties of legislators and magistrates, 
pointed out in the constitution of the state, ard it 
will afford me great pleasure to unite with you in 
such measures as you may think proper to take, cal 
culated to promote the best interests of the commu- 
nity. _ JOHN TAYLOR GILMAN. 
State of New-Mampshire, June 3, 1814. ; 








Retrospect and Remarks 
[ON LATR EVENTS IN EUROPE. | 

The practice has been so long and so extensively 
sanctioned by usage, that it seems not only the right, 
but also the duty, of the editor of a periodical work, 
occasionally, to give his own opinion on things as they 
eccur. And, possibly, in this there is more pro- 
priety than some may slightly suppose; as it pro- 
motes an acquaintance with his character, and ena- 
bles the reader to appreciate his pretensions to moral 
and political truth ; the impartiality of Iris selec- 
tions, and the honesty of his design. 

It is now about 25 or 26 years since we began to 
look with wonder at the revolutions and changes of 
Europe. The great kingdom of France, groaning un 
der the united oppressions of the church and stafe ; 


headed the king and slew the priests. The bonds of 
society were dissolved in the fury of the times—and, 
while with one hand, the French hurled destruction 
on their foreign foes, they tiger-like devoured each 
other. Faction succeeded faction—terror, proscrip- 
tion and death was the order of the day—accusxtion 
grew into conviction ; and to swppése a man capable 
of a crime was to lead him to the block! Wearied 
with anarchy and worn out by contention, a military 
adventurer seizes the reins of the government—he 
dashes the constitution and laws under his feet, or 
makes new ones at his will—he becomes consul, con- 
sul for ‘life, emperor of France and king of Italy— 
All Germany, all Italy, Holland, Prussia, Spain, 
Portugal, Switzerland are at his feet, divided and 
disposed of as the governments of those countries 
had designed to have partitioned France. The tri- 
colored flay floated triumphant at Lisbon and War- 
saws Madridand Vienna ; Naples and Berlin ; Rome 
and Amsterdam. The changes of the state of socie- 
ty effected by Nimrod, Semiramis or Alexander, or 
the conquests of Greece and J2ume, with the decline 
‘and fall of their several empires, produced no inci- 
dents more astonishing than what has happened by 
the conquests and fall of Napoleon Bonaparte—a 
man whose character it would require a volume to 
describe. 

The events that drove him from the throne belong 
to history, and are too well known at present te 
need much remark : suffice it to observe, that while 
the power at arms brought against him was superior 
to any thing that Europe had beheld since the inva- 
sion of the Persians, the intrigue, treason and cor- 








the people being,-in truth (as Englishmen then de-|TUption of those in whom he confided, was more effi- 
lighted to call them) a nation of slaves—vexed with |Cacious to his ruin. Time will discover the true 
every abuse thatan incompetent monarchy, overgrown | Causes of his fall—and whatever history may say of 
aristocracy, and pampered priesthood could inflict |/7, it will heap infamy on the heads of those he 
02a generous population, roused herself to correct!had cherished and loaded with riches and honors, 





m#, yond the little circle of his duties. 


the evils of the government, and establish a consti- 
tution that should secure some of the natural rigiits 
of the people, to “life, liberty and the pursuit of hap- 
piness.” Butno sooner did the work of reformation 
begin, than treason within and danger without, ex- 
cited the worst passions and brought about the most 
unhappy effects. While confederaied kings pressed 
on every side io check the reformation, the base con- 
cuct of many of her citizens provoked a revolution, 
more formidable in its operations and more astonish- 
ing in its effects than any thathistory records. J 
have always believed, and yet. believe, had it not 


been for the unholy crusade of princes and priests | 


against Jiderty, that the reformation of the French 


} government had been completed without revolution; 


the line of the Bourbons retaining the throne ; and 
| Bonaparte, possibly, at this time have been a major 


lph 


who deserted him in the hour cf peril.” We may 
‘love the treason; but must hate the traitor. 

In this stormy season, Great Britain has exhibited 
enomena not less surprising than France herself 
produced. We have seen her, by turns, at war or in 
alliance with every nation of Europe, except France. 
She seemed willing to ransack the dominions of Sa- 
tan himself for support. The cross of St. George 
and the crescent of Afuhomet—the British bayonet 
and the savage scalping knife, were united to preserve 
“the religion and liberties of the world!’ A man- 
Stealer and a pirate, she filled all countries with her 
intrigues and crimes. With the same passion to 
rule at sea that Wapo’eon aimed at on the land, she 
pursued it with equal rapacity and success. By out- 





rages the most violent, or villainies the most deli- 


| berate, she swept off the maritime power of her 


or colonel of artillery in their service, unknown be-|"¢ighbors, and claimed the ocean as her domain, 


} For, at ihe 
shead of affuirs at the beginning, were some of the 
‘greatest and best men in France—their object was to 
alter not to destroy—and they would have succeed- 


hed but for the conspiracy of crowned heads to keep, 


< 
: f 
a 


down the spirit of reform, and still grind the fice 
pof the poor—they leagued to partition France— 
they leagued to extinguish /seedom—they raised up 


§ iija power that paid them in their own measure ; that 


ee his rapine anl conquest by the rules they 
iad laid down for themselves in regard to France, if 
subdued by their mercanaries. 


ity, that the wretches who caused all the distresses|on the Rio del Piata. 


to regulate at her will, and make all nations her tri- 
butaries or dependents, if not her allies, that used it. 
Her seizure of the Spanish treasure ships before the 
|War, and her attack upon Copenhagen, are parallels 
in atrocity to any thing that Bonaparte, (wretch 
that he was) ever did. Every coast was vexed with 
her arrogance—every sea crimsoned with blood, shed 
by her lust.. All the islands colonized by Europeans 
(Mispaniola excepted) fell into her hands—she made 
some extensive conguests on the continent of South 





America, and modestly aimed at the subjugation of 


How great the|the whole country; but was defeated and disgraced 


Rich in the industry of her 





bf Europe for the last 25-vears (as connected with| people, aided by labor-saving machinery, she had 
phe Frénch revolution) could not themselves have| pensioners in every civilized country ; and subsidiz- 
Horne the miseries they brought upon the people ! jed all that would receive her wages. The stately 
) The mild spirit cf reform.thus checked by power | Spaniard, and the stupid Portuguese; the effemi- 


ind thwarted by intrigue, burst into revolt ; broke 
own all the ramparts of the church and state; be- 


jnate Ttalian, and the faithful German; the plilegmatic 
Dutchman, and the generous Swede; the fiery Dane 
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and the semi-barbarous Cossack ; the honest Swiss,|ly to war, will settle -down in a regular and contract- 
and the lively Hungarian, the wavering Prussian, »nd |ed system; and the immense capital heretofore em- 
the consequential "urk; with the savages of Ameri-|ployed in it must seek other occupations. It will 
ca—not forgetting the negroes of “Hayti,” were an- naturally go into our manufactories; and ten years of 
gels or devils as they were for or against her. qtuet would make a mighty change in the mind of 
If perseverance in a government, and patience in|our political-shopkeepers. A love for the British go- 
a people, be virtues, the government and people of|vernment, beyond that of the United States, would 
Great Britain are entitled to the highest praise. They |be confined to the solitary bosoms of a few newly 
certainly have carried on the contest beyond all hu-|imported Scotchmen and Englishmen. 
man calculation, and evinced an energy in action and} ‘his subject will probably be continued next week. 
power of resources, without phoney I hie that —— 
my countrymen had the same sense of national glory oe ts 
that seuiltes the British nation. We shall have it Bor ough of Wilmington. 
anon—when ouy manufaetures shall create a home-in-| Witmineton, (Del.) one of ihe most pleasant and 
fluence, and not till then. At present, we are semi-| beautiful towns in the United States, with a popula- 
Englishmen, and have not a national character. tion of about 600 souls, is situated between the 
I have always considered the power of the (late) | Christiana and Brandywine créeks, (both navigable) 
emperor of France and of the government of Great\ about two miles from the Delaware river, distant 27 
Britain exerted with the same principle, for a common) miles from Philadelphia, and 74 from Baltimore, on 
cause. It was the grand object of the former to esta-| the great post road. -The neighboring country, con- 
blish what he called “the continental system,” and of | sisting chiefly of rich meadows and ‘gently swelling 
the latter to monopolize all the rights on the sea. |hills, is in a high state of cultivation; and particu- 
No rule of honor or law was suffered to interfere with | larly calculated for raising sheep ; a weighty con- 
the accomplishment of these giant-projects; any thing |cern, that has latterly much engrossed the capital 
was expedient that led to the design of the partics.| and attention of the people of that town and its vi- 
if Britain had failed as well as France—if the ambi-jcinity. I am not informed of the amount of the 
tion of both had perished together—it would, indeed, |several flocks; but, perliaps, there is no spot in Ame- 
have been a subject for universal rejoicing. Time|rica wiere they are so numerous ‘and so carefully 
will shew, and we apprehend, to the American peo- |cherished—particularly the improved breeds: Seve- 
ple, at least, too fealingly, that the ambition of the|ral gentlemen of fortune are engaged in this busi- 
one was the proper counterpoise of the ambition of|ness ; and their success has had a great influence on 
the other; unless, indeed, Ewrope wearied and worn |the citizens at large. The Brandywine, (navigable 
out by war, shall rally and command the peace of the, for sloops to the famous flour mills adjacent to the 
world. If this does not happen, we may look for. de-| bridge) a beautiful and romantic stream, by its rapid 
solation and misery unknown to our country. India| fall and power of water, affords an unprecedented 
is a standing monument of the deliberate barbarity |number of mill seats in a space of 6 or 8 miles— 
of our enemy; and, as in that region, she will at-| eighteen, unoccupied, were offered for sale last Sep- 
tempt to divide and destroy us,. We have many that, | tember, extending only a mile and an half along the 
as rajahs or xnabobs, would accept her alliance, and} creek, the most distant hardly two miles and an half 
there are as good materials to make miserable sepoys | from Wilmington; some of them, we believe, are yet 
of as India furnished her. But, if more wise than the; to be.disposed of. This species of property has 
people of India, we duly esteem the character of the} risen in value in an astonishing manner; and is like- 
British, and unite for general defence, we may defy | ly to raise yet higher, for the neighborhood is healthy 
her whole power, and make her pay dearly for her! and luxuriant, and already thickly peopled ; but ca- 
inhumanities. I fear we calculate too much upon) pable of supporting a great multitude of inhabitants. 
peace. Let us not depend upon the “magnanimity”; There are also fine mill seats on two or three 
of England, or suppose that justice will direct her) other excellent streams, especially White-Clay and 
proceedings. She never yet regarded one or the|Red-Clay creeks. Independent of the numerous 
other, but as interest or necessity dictated. | flour mills, there are a number of establishments for 
Of Bonaparte, as an individual, 1 have always heid| the manufacture of cotton, wool, snuff, paper, wire, 
the same opinion that I generally entertained of|iron, gunpowder, shelled and pearl barley, &c. also 
“‘crewned heads,” since he usurped the government.|an extensive concern for the making of wool and 
That is, I thought him a scoundrel; though among)! cotton machinery, employing 100 persons, and a card 
the villains that preyed upon humanity—I did not| manufactory that engages more than that number. 
think him the worst. He conquered Austria, three | Cotton mills are prepared or preparing for 21,000 
times, for instance, and yet suitered the emperor to| spindles ; and the business in woolen goods is great, 
reign. When did Great Britain, Russia, Austria or The payments made by Messrs. Dupont & Co. are 
Prussia, or any of the rest of the “allies” conquer said to amount to $2500 a week, for labor !* They 
and give up a country they could have held? Neven! are chiefly employed in the manufacture of gun-pow- 
As to the legitimacy of one or the other of those | der and woolens. The disbursements of other firms, 
powers, the idea is too base*and contemptible for | though not so great, are very considerable; and on 
the mind of an American citizen~and the slave that! the whole, Wilmington appears likely to become one 
acknowledges the “divine right of kings” is, and | of the most important manufacturing towns in the 
must be, the enemy of our constitution, let his pre-; United States. Its population, of course, is rapidly 
tension be what it may; for, that being a just princi-| increasing, and the neighborhood teems with an in- 
ple, the men of the revolution were arrant knaves | dustrious and temperate people. 
for rebelling against the **Lord’s aunsinted,” and we| These mighty works are, in a great measure, the 
are not less criminal for refusing to “let the king | fruits of the last four or five years ; and advance in 
have his ownagain'” Yet this play-word of courtiers} a geometrical proportion. 
aud pensioners is found in the mouths of men who} 
affect to glory in the deeds of Washington! ~ ae on| * This has been stated to me onexcellent authori 
THE HYPOCRITES! | ty; and, however great the amount may appear, I 
In the event of a general peace the condition of| fully believe it: it, vossibly, may include the monies 
society will experience a great revolution—that | paid to the various mechanics engaged in adding te 
flush of commerce which led us direcily or indirect- ithe many improvemeuts of these gentlemen, 
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it is with great pleasure the editor informs his 
readers that he has a prospect of recciying many par- 
ticulars that belong to this wealthy and patriotic 
‘place; when received, they shall be eagerly insert- 
ed. How much might gentlemen of leisure contri- 
bute to the public information, if they would spend 
a few hours to make mere memorandums -of such 
things, initheir several neighborhoods! The editor 
of the Reeisrer invites his friends, in all parts of 
the union, to think of the matter; he will thankful- 
ly pay postage for communications of the kind, and 
cheerfully. take the labor of digesting and arranging 
the facts presented, if necessary. The design of ‘no- 
ticing Wilmingion at this time, is to promote those 
enguiries, in other places. 








-E - —— 


Essex, New-Jerscy, 

This county is, probably, the most populous, and, 
ceriainly, the most pairiotic in the state of Vew- 
Jersey. "Che beautiful town of Newark, its chief 
piace, has long been famous, particularly for its 
extensive munufactures of Jeather; and is much 
celebrated for the rich agricultura} products in 
its neighborhood, especially for the delicacy and 
perfection of its cider, which has ofientimes been 
passed on Angwing Europeans for Champaign wine. 
The people of this County suft-+red more, perhaps, 
by. the rapes, assassinations and robberies of the 
enemy during the revolution, thanany in the United 
States ; but the economy and industry of the citi- 
zens sqon retrieved the disasters cf the war, aad 
gave to them a liberal capital, which they-have 
zealously applied in a secand contest with the an- 
cient foe ; positively to destroy his influence, and 
establish Aimerican independence on an immora- 
ble basis. 

Though the following (copied from a New-Jcrsey 

paper) notices only two branches of the several 
extensive manufactures prosecuted in Eseex, it is 
inserted as well with a view to aid the gentlemen 
assembled in the accomplishment of their laudable 
object, as to convey to them a respectful request 
that they will take all reasonable pains to perfect 
the pian adopted, as anexample to others. A simi- 
lar desiga exists at Wi'mington, (Del.) and the 
editor hopes it may extend through the union.— 
Much good would result from it. ' 


The committee appointed bv a former meeting of 


the. manufacturers of Essex county, New-Jersey, 
met at the house of Moses Rofl, in Newark, 25th 
May last, for the purpose of collecting information 
as it respects the state of cotton and woolen manufuc- 
tures in the county of Essex. From the information 
they have received, they find there is twenty cotton 
mills in and going into operation in the county, 
which will have going by the first of September next, 
52,500 spindles—which, at atmoderate calculation, 
will spin 300,000 Ibs. of yarn per week—when con- 
yerted into cloth, at the low rate of 40 cents per 
yard, will amount to $36,000 per week—equal to 
$1,675,000 per annum. ‘There is also ten +o0llen 
tnunufuctories in the county, containing 3,600 spin- 
dies, capable of manufacturing woolen clieth to the 
amount of 650,000 dols. per annum. Making in the 
aggregate 2,522,600 dollars of manufactured arti- 
cles per annum. | | 

In giving the above statement, the committee in- 
vited the variqus manufacturers of wool, cotton, 
hemp, flax, rags, metals, leather, grain, fur, clay, 
hides, bone, hori, wood, hair, sand, alkalies, stone 
&c. throughout the state, to forward to Silas Condit. 
Esq. of Newark, the secretary of the manufacturing 





with respect te the manufactories in their respectiy 
districts—that a general statement may be made 6 
articles manufactured throughout the stute. ‘The 
view the association haye is to concentrate the know- 
ledge, resources and-ability of every section of the 
state on the all-important spbject of manufacturing. 





—that they may be enabled to lay’ before the next 
session of congress, such information as may ena- 
ble them in their wisdom to protect and further those 
establistiments which bid fair shortly to form the 
main pillar of our national independence. It would 
be desirable that associations could be formed im 
the several counties throughout the state, and that 
the result of their information should be forwarded 
to the secretary of *this association, that the same 
may be concentrated into one general view. 

Communications from gentlemen possessing infor- 
mation will be thankfully received. 

The committee adjourned, to meet the first Tues- 
day in September next, at Moses Roff’s in Newark 
at 10 o’clock A. M. when it is requested that those 
persons engaged in the varjous manufactures of ‘the. 
county will attend. . 
It ‘is requested that those printers who wish well 
to the manufacturing institutions of the state, will 
give the above several insertions in their papers. : 


Svents of Ge Bar. 
Ane S 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

| Nesocrations.:' A Paris paper of April 20 says— 
‘“Negociations are about to be opened between Eng- 
land and the United States. Lord Castlereagh and 
Mr.Crawford’met at the house of one of the princi- 
p2l ministe-s in Paris—several considerable persona- 
res, French and Spanish, ‘were present.” 

Restraint. How must the honest and manly 
Englishman blusli at reading the following, when he 
recollects the stalking lie of} “his majesty’s” officers 
‘that the indians could not be'restrained !” 

The British officers and mien captured at Sandy 
Creek (says the Albuny .2rgus) speak in the highest 
terms of commendation of major Appling and his 
rifle corps, to whose humanity and spirited conduct 
they are probably indebted for the preservation of 
their lives. The indians were first to reach: the ene- 
my after they submitted, and had commenced exe- 
cuting the savage rule of warfare, sanctioned by 
anglo-indian example at the Raisin, Lewistown, Tus- 
carora, &c. of murdering their prisoners, when the 
m jor and his men happily arrived and succeeded, 
by a prompt and determined course, though not 
without violence, in terminating the tragic scene.— 
An indian chief is said to have given vent to his feel- 
ings on this occasion in language similar to the fol- 
lowing—“When British come to Buffalo, they kill 
white men, they kill indian, they kill woman, they 
burn all hquses—when British come here, you no 
iet indian kill him—you give him eat--this no good.” 
pay humanity continde to characterise the Ame- 
rican soldier, in despite of the maxims of savage 
warfare ; and may the enemy, won by eur example, 
restrain a practice which has so frequently disgraced 
ithe character of his arms. 
| Eauvat Force. From the London Times. “Accounts 
by the cartel also report, that the American frigate 
President; commodore Rodgers, some time ago fell 
in with the 36 gun British frigate Qrpheus which he 
contrived to rake twice, killing 62 of her crew. She 
}endeavored to keep him engaged until her consor®, 
a 74 gun ship, should come to her assistance ; but as 
soon aS EQUAL Foxce began to make its appearance, 
Rodgers got clear off.” 











@sociation, such information as they may possess 


The meaning of which is, that a ship of 74 guns, 
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and a frigate of 36, are equal to any of our frigates 
of 44 guns. "Yankee cock boats /” 

Panisn’s sknuox. ‘I'he famous sermon delivered 
by Dr. Parish at Byeficld, Massqachusetts, in April 
3813, has keen republished at Haxirax, with the 
sullowing preface : | 


“Read, mark, and LEARN ! from an unparalieled| duty ; 


sermon, by Elijah Parish, D. D. of Byefieid, Massa- 
chusetts, (United States.)}——-The publisher is well 
aware, that the above political discourse is worthy 
the study and imitation of every minister, and claims 
ihe most pious regard of all his majesty’s subjects. 
Every lover of his king and country, should certainly 
possess and disseminate its sacred principles. It 
includes all the constituent parts which form the ac- 
complished and patriotic orator, shewing to his own 
couatrymen, (our enemies) will all possible truth and 
brevity, the cayse and consequences of the present 
unnatural war with Great Britain. If energy of ex- 
pression—if perspicuity of style—if elegance of com- 
position ever regaled the eye, the ear and the heart 
of a British subject, then this sermon claims the suf 
frage of every soul that loves the best of canstitutions— 
namely that of OLD ENGLAND ! In short, it ap- 
pears to be the most strenuqus and grateful ebul- 
lition of a patriotic, evangelical and martyr-like-spi- 
rit 
DistOnNORABLE COMPLIMENT. A late Salem paper, 
after mentioning a number of small vessels burnt by 
the enemy on the neighboring coasts, says that they 
boarded one with intent to burn her, but discovering 
she was called the “Federalist,” observed, they would 
not destroy her “for her name’s sake”—and she was 
not destroyed. In 1776the Bostonians would them- 
selves have burnt a vessel thus saved. 
Cocksursx. The Boston Centinel, noticing the 
acknowledgment of a certain person of the name of 
Massey, of the polite treatment he received of the 
enemy, especially Cockburn, travels out of his road 
to say that he (the said Cockburn) “notwithstanding 
the scurrilty poured on him jn the Virginia and Aia- 
ryland papers, is a humane and liberal gentleman.” — 
The people of Maryland and Virginia would be very 
thankful if Mr. Russel would prove that Cockburn is 
either one or the other. It is true (and we would 
give the (—— his due) that he has latterly hehaved 
much better than he did the last summer; hut the 
wontonness of his barbarities then have gibhetted 
him on infamy. | 


Tae Fisnentes. The Trentgn Federalist says, “a 
great portion of the people in this part of the coun- 
try prefer peace to codfish.” This is inserted asa 
memorandum. — 

Covrresy. New-York, June 13—Mr. Mitchill’s 
elegant pilot boat returned on Saturday from the 
Saturn in our offing. She was sent down under a flag 
to obtain permission for the wounded colonel Pres- 
cott to proceed to Norfolk by water. The request 
was promptly complied with. The messenger, colo- 
nel Prescott’s brother, was treated on board the Sa- 
turn in the most polite and gentlemanly manner. 





Derrxct. The people of the sea-coast of JMassa- 
chusetts are preparing vigilantly for defence. he 
late burnings of the enemy has thrown considerable 
light upon his character. “The legislature, previous 


to adjournment, placed a million of dollars at the 


disposal of the governor for the defence of the state, 
to be used at his discretion. | 





Adjutant and inspector-general’s office, 
Washington, 17th June, 1814. 


GENERAL onnen.—The president has been pleased 
to issue the following proclamation, of which due 


By the president of the United States of America. | 
A PROCLAMATION. 

Wueneas, information has been received that a 

number of individuals, who have deserted from the 

army of the United Siates have become sensible of 

their offences, and are desirous of returning to their 


A full pardon is hereby granted and proclaimed to 


each and all such individuals as shall within three 


months from the date hereof, surrender themselves 

to the commanding officer of any military post with- 

in the United States or the territories thereof. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of, 
the United States to be affixed to these presents, 
and signed the same with my hand. 

Done at the city of Washington the 17ih day of 
June, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, and of the independence of the United 
States the thirty-eighth. 7 

JAMES MADISON. . 

By the president, 

Jamzs Monror, secretary of state. 

All officers and soldiers of the army are required 
to continue their exertions in detecting and bringing 
to trial deserters from the army. - 
A premium not exceeding fifty dollars for each 
deserter will be paid by the commanding officer of 
the post, garrison, or district to which he may be 
brought and delivered. All officers and soldiers are 
required to enforce the law against such citizen or 
citizens as shall entice or procure a soldier to desert, 
The words of the law are as follows, viz : 
“ Be it enacted, &c. That every person not suba 
ject to the rules and articles of war, who shall pro- 
cure or entice a soldier in the service of the United 
States, to desert; or who shall purchase from any 
soldier, his arms, uniform, clothing or any part there- 
of; and every captain or commanding officer of any 
ship or vessel, who shall enter on board such ship or 
vessel as one of the crew, knowing him to have de- 
serted, or otherwise carry away any such soldier, or 
shall refuse to deliver him up to the erders of his 
commanding officer, shall upon legal conviction, be 
fined at the discretion of any court having cogni- 
zanee of the same in any sum not exceeding three 
hundred dollars; and be imprisoned any term not 
exceeding one year. 

By order of the secretary of war. 

: JOHN R. BELL, 
Assistant inspector-general. 
FROM THE PATUXENT. 

Commodore Barney, with his flotilla, remains 

blockaded in St. Leonard's creek (emptying into the 

Patuxent) about which is collected nearly the whole 

force of the enemy in the waters of the Chesapeake. 

Foiled in every attempt to destroy him, and suffer- 

| ing severely in each attack, they have resorted to that 

species of warfare that Englishmen generally succeed 

in remarkably well; which is, to rayage the piinta- 
tions, burn the houses, and carry off the spoils. It 
is stated that they have carried off or destroyed be- 
tween 3 and 4000 hhds. of tobacco; which Messrs. 
Ceckburn €& co. are shipping for Europe where it 
bears agreat price. The number of hauses destroy- 
ed is not ascertained—those that they suffered to re- 
main were wontonly injured—the doors and windows 
being broken, &c. as was also the furniture; ripping 
open the feather beds, and dispersing: the feathers to 
the winds, &c. ‘Fhe neighboring militia appear to 
have been badly provided and littie. disposed to pro- 
tect their property. 





notice will be tuken. 





infantry, fully provided, have reached the s¢ceue 


However, before this time, the state of affairs .is 
much altered—considerable bodies of regular troops 
and well disciplined militia, artillery, cavalry ana 
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action, and we trust may punish the robbers and in- 
eendiari ies. It is thought by some, that with the aid 
of the 18 pounders that have gone on, the blockade 
of the floulla may be raised. They have furnaces to 
give it warmly to the marauders. The troops are 
commanded by col. Wadsworth, an excellent officer; 
and Barney, we all know, will do every thing that can 
be done or expected. We shill probably be favored 
with a detail of the events on the Patuxent for re- 
cord, which will shew the “mag-na-ni-mi-ty” of the 
enemy in its true colors. 

‘Thie exiemy retained possession of Benedict, a small 
village, two or three days. A arty of militia from 
the district of Columbia, disto dged them, after a 
skirmish, in which Mr. Wise, of Alexandria was 
killed by a British sergeant, who was immediately 
shot dow n, Six prisoners were taken. 


DEPREDATIONS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 
In another place we have noticed the late great 
activity of the enemy gn the eastern coast in de- 
stroying the small vessels. They lately visited the 
village of Wareham, (Mass.) about 50 miles from 
Boston, of which we have the following account : 
Wanenam, Jan. 14. 
T'o the editor of the New Bedford Mercury. 
Sin—Yesterday maqrning we were informed of the 
approach of the enemy, and at about 11 o’clock, A. 
M. they landed at the village called the Narrows, 
with a flag. There were six barges containing two 
hundred and twenty men. They demanded (before 
the proper authority could arrive) all the public 
property; and declared, that in case they were mo- 
lested, every house within their reach should be 
consumed. ‘We were not prepared to make any op- 
position, and promised not to. To prevent a viola- 
tion on our part, they detained a number of men and}; 
boys as prisgners for their security; declaring that 
if any of their men were injured, they should be 
put to immediate death. Having stationed sentries 
vack of the villare, they proceeded to fire the ves- 
sels and cotton manufactory. Twelve vessels were 
Rred, five of which were totally destroyed; the re- 
mainder were extinguished after the enemy depart. 
ed. The cotton manufactory was also extinguished. 
Damage estimated at 20,000 doliars. it is sup- 
posed that the enemy came from the Nimrod brig, 
and Superb 74. 
BENJA. BOURNE, 
BENJA. FEARING, 


[Tt is evident from this, that the British considered 
the cotion manufuctory as peculiarly hostile to them. 
Blessed be God, in such manufactories I see their real 
expulsion from the United States, in a little while. 
Were there no English wiratn we should manage 
the English wiTwour iy a different stile. One might |t 
have supposed they would have spared Wareham } 
for, it is stated, that that town has been completely 
neutral since the war, not having furnished one man 
for public ar private service against the enemy ! 
"There are thousands of small ports and places in the 
British colonies, where our vessels of war and priva- 
teers might have committed such depredations as 
the enemy is famous ‘for; but as yet our gallant 
seamen have thought too nobly of themselves to imi- 
tate the Aeroes of Havre de Grace, &. &e. &e. and, 


4 


burn defenceless Vv ilages. But if this course is pur- 


selectmen of 
Wareham. 


MILITARY. : 
Four soldiers were lately shot at Buffulo for de- 
sertion. If such terrible examples are necessary, they 
ought to have been made at the commencement of 


pline, as well among the officers as the men—and it 
will cost five times the labor to amend the errors now 
than it would to have avoided them at the beginning. 
But they must be amended. 

Major-general Lewis has taken the command of 


Col. Fenton, with a detachment of militia, 700 
men, marched from £rie for Buffulo, on the 2nd inst. 
Sackett’s Harbor, June 10.—Si1n, I have seen a let- 
ter published in your paper of the 7th instant, giving 


which the inclosed order of the commanding general 
will correct. Captain Woolsey would not wear lau- 
rels won by and belonging to major Appling and his 
gallant corps. There was no artillery engaged in this 
affair. Captain. Woolsey was not in the action; he 
no doubt was engaged with his boats. The plan 
which succeeded Was major Appling’s—he can plan 
as well as execu-e. 

Respectfully, (in haste) 

G. E. MITCHELL, &. col. art. 

The editor of the Albuny Argus. 
[For the “general order” see page 265.] 
It is said that the British prisoners who have ar- 
rived at Greenbush, report that they lost 190 men, 
killed and wounded, in the attack on Oswego. 
The Washington (Geo.) Monitor of the 11th says— 
‘““We learn that a’detachment from our indian army 
have brought in one hundved armed negroes, who 
had collected in the nation for the purpose of joining 
M‘Queen; and further, that a large detachment has 
been sent off With provisions and equipage, to ascer- 
tain who and where our enemies iw that nation or in 
Flotida are, and what their strength, | with a determi- 
nation, if possi ble, to destroy tliem.” 
Monxtnrat, une 7.—British account of the affair 
at Sandy Bay.—Iit is with extreme regret we have 
to acqui: tint the public with the unfortunate result of 
# gallant enterprize by'the boats of our squadron on 
lake Ontario, under the command ef captains Pop- 
ham and Spilsbury of the royal navy, against a flotilla 
of the enemy’s craft laden with naval stores, which 
had got into Sandy creek on its way from Oswego to 
Sackett’s harbor. On the morning of the 20th ult. a 
large boat with two 24 pounders and a 19 1-2 inch 
cable for the enemy’s new ship was captured by our 
squadron, having sailed from Oswego the evening 
before with fifteen others, Captains Popham and 
Spilsbury with two gun-boats and some smaller craft, 
having on board about 200 seamen and marines, en- 
tered the creek on the morning of the 31st, where the 
enemy’s flotilla were afterwards discovered. Parties 
were landed on each side of the creek and proceeded 
tegetiier with the boats without opposition to within 
about « quarter of a mile of the enemy, when sud- 
denly a considerable force consisting of 150 riflemen, 
nearly 200 indians and a numerous body of militia 
and cavalry attacked and soon overpowered our 
small party, whose gallant resistance to such num- 
bers proving unavailing, a surrender became indis- 
pensable to save our brave men from certain death. 
}Our loss on the occasion was 19 killed and 50 wound- 


sued retaliation will become a virtue. Ten fust sail-jed. Mr. Boan, master’s-mate of the Montreal, and 


ing Baltimore schooners, fitted out by government, 


lieutenants Cox and Knight of the marines, are se- 


might set 'the West Indies. in a blaze in six weeks.|/verely wounded. The boats also fell into the hands 
But that would be very cruel! The people of Ware-|of the enemy. 


ham, Seituate,&c. will probably, hereafter, have some 
sympathies for the sufferers on the Chesapeake, 
though they have been gently dealt with to what 


NAVAL. 
A FLAG OF ThucE arrived at Annapolis on }Vednes- 


day last, bearing despatches for the secretary of state 





our people have esper ienced. i | land for Mr. Bacelay: 


? 


the war. There has been a criminal laxity of disci. 


the post and dependencies of the city of New-York. 


“further particulars of the affair of Sandy creek “ih 
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The enemy entered the harbor of Scituate (Mass.) some 10 or 
12 days ago, and burnt nine small vessels lying there. It is inti- 
mated they have been angered by the Jute dinner and ents to 
Perry. ‘Vheir tenders aud barges have so teemed in Boston bay, 
&e. as to Make it unsafe fora vessel to pass from any one place to 
another, ships of war being always at hand to protect them. They 
hadjuurnt or destroyed 30 or 40 small vessels near Boston in the 
space of afew days. Active and efficient measures for the defence 
of the chief towns on the coast have been adopted. 

The United States frigate Muhawk,to carry 54 guns,was launched 
at Sackett’s Harbor, on the 11th inst. As all her guns, &e. were 
ready, it is probable she is this day nearly ready fur the lake. The 
Superior is completely fitted. Chauncey has been out on the lake 
io tey the trim of his new vessels. A part of the crew of the Con- 
grcss frigate, with other bodies of sailors have arrived at the harbor. 
By the 10th of July “hard knocks” are expected. 

It is rumoured that the enemy is building another vessel for the 
service on lake Champlain. Their post at the Isle Aux Noix, we 
apprehend, cannot be forced by Maodonough,:without the aid of a 
powerful land force. \ 

The U. S. frigate Guerriere, 44 guns, was launched at Philadel- 
phia on Monday last, she happily entered her destined eleinent ac- 
companied with the shouts of 50,000 spectators. Rodgers with bis 
veteran crew, isalready proparing her for sea. 

The U. S. schooner Nonsuch, lieut. Kearn Ys stationed off Charles- 
ton, hada varrow escape from capture by a frigate a few days ago; 
but got into that port after throwing overboard |1 of her guns, 

The U. S. ship Independence, 74 guus, was to have been Jauncl 
ed at Charle-town,on the 18th inst. but stuck on the ways, and 
did not get off. She sustained nodamage. Bainbridge, we believe, 
is tohave the high honor of commanding her, and will support the 
glory of the spangled flag. 

The southern coast is also vexed by the enemy’s cruisers; several 
small vessels have lately been captured near Savannah. 


A frigate has entered the Delaware bay, and was 
doing some damage among the small craft. 


— 


American Prizes. 


MONTHLY LIST—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 216, 
The winds and seas are Britain’s wide domain, 
And not a sail, but by fermission spreads !”” 

British Naval Regtster. 

972. Schooner Hope, from St. Johns, N. F. laden 
with fish, and sent‘into Saco, by the Pike, of Balti- 
more. 

973. Schooner Pickrel, from Dartmouth, Eng. 
for Quebec, laden with dry goods, teas, &c. captur- 
ed by the same, divested of her cargo and destroyed. 

974. Ship Askew, from Palermo for Belfast, cap- 
tured by the True Blooded Yankee, and sent into 
France. 

975. The elegant ship Pelham, of 540 tons, 12 
guns—a vessel of the first class, from London for 
Port au Prince, laden with an assorted cargo, 494 
packages of India and British goods, captured after 
a smart action by boarding, by the Saucy Jack of 
Charleston, and convoyed into that port, 

976. Ship Fortuna (under Russian colors) from 
Havana for Riga, with 1520 boxes of sugars, sent into 
Beaufort by the Roger of Norfolk—cargo, enemies 
property. 

- 977. Schooner Phebe, with rum and molasses, 
sent into Wilmington N.C. by the Hawk of Wash- 
ington. 

$78. Brig Kutozoff, of guns, from La Guira 
for Gibraltar, laden with coffee, cocoa and hides, 
captured after a very severe action and carried by 
boarding, sent into Frankfort (Maine) by the Sur- 
prize of Baltimore—worth $50,000. 

979. Schooner Young Farmer from La Guira, laden 
with indigo, worth $40,000 captured by the letter 
of marque Henry Guilder, of New York, and brought 
into that port. 

980. Schooner Miranda, with dry goods, captured 
by the Chasseur of Baltimore, divested of her car- 
$9, and burnt. 

981. Sloop Martha, with British government stores, 
Captured by the same, divested of some of the car- 
0, the rest destroyed, and vessel made a cartel of 
for the exchange of prisoners. 

982. Schooner Ann Maria, laden with ‘provisions, 
captured by the same and burnt. 

_ 983. American schooner William of Bristol R. I. 








“Om Martinique for Havanna, with a quantity of 








cash, in gold, captured by the same, divested of her 
precious metal and burnt. (G°pWe are more pleased 
with this capture than of five honest Englishmen. 

984. Polacre ship Joanna, of Malta, from Con- 

staninople for Lisbon, with a cargo of wheat and 
ee worth $50,000, captured by the same and 
sunk. 
_ {he Chasseur has arrived at New-York after be- 
ing many times chased in vain by the enemy. She 
captured several other valuable vessels, which shall 
be noticed, if they arrive. 3 

985, 986. Two vessels captured by the letter of 
marque James Monroe, on her passage from L’Orient 
to Savannah, and burnt. | : 

987. Schooner Brilliant, 6 guns, 157 tons, an ele- 
gant vessel, late a New Providence privateer, laden 
with 116 casks spermaceti oil, 41 bales cotton and 
some logwood, sent into Boston by the Scourge of 
N. Y. privateer, on her return to the U. S. from the 
North sea, after acruize of about 12 months. 

The Scourge in company with the’ Rattlesnake 
lately cruising in the Worth sea, has been frequently 
spoken of—and their prizes made in that sea have 
already been noticed. The tonnage of the enemy 
vessels taking by them and sent into Norway, was 
4505 tons ! !—See page 269. On her way home the 
Scourge, besides the Brilliant above stated, also 
capiured— 

988. Ship Symmetry, a valuable vessel of 350 tons, 
coppered, laden with salt, crates and hardware, 
burnt. 

989. Ship Winchester, 400 tons, with a full cargo 
of crates, porter &c. burnt. 

990. Brig Union, 200 tons, with a cargo of to- 
bacco, burnt. 

# 991, A new ship, in ballast, burnt. 

992. Sloop ——, captured by the same and 
made a cartel of. 

993. Ship Caledonia, 300 tons, ditto and ditto. 

994. Brig —-———, from Dublin for Quebec, cap- 
tured by the same and sunk. 

The Scourge took two other valuable vessels whose 
arrival we shall with pleasure record. 

995. Brig Dove, laden with lumber, from Liver- 
pool, N. S. captured by the Fox of Portsmouth and 
burnt. 

996. Ship Jane, in ballast, from Scotland for 
Marsmashea, divested and give up to release the 
prisoners. 

997. Brig Balize, from Liverpool for Quebec, ta- 
den with dry goods, and hard and glass ware, en- 
voiced at £890,000 sterling, captured by the same 
and ordered for the first port. Q7>PWe account this 
vessel a good prize though she has not yet arrived, 
because the Fox has got safely into port with 250 
packages of her most valuable goods, worth 
$120,000, and 19 prisoners. 

998. Ship Mermaid, sent into Damarescotta, 
(Maine) laden with salt and coal, by the General- 
Pike, of Baltimore. 

999. Ship Commerce, from Limerick for Bilboa, 
laden with 180 tons of barley and 100 tons of oats, 
captured by the Lawrence, of Baltimore, and arrived 
at Portland.., 

1000. Ship Upton, 270 tons, 16 guns, 104 men 
(many of them passengers)-from Cork tor Newfound. 
land, with a valuable cargo, captured after a pretty 
warm ction, in which she had 1 killed and 1 wound- 
ed, by ihe Diomede of Salem, arrived at Wiscassett. 

1001. Letter of marque ship Hero, captured by 
the prize ship Upton, after a fight of 20 minutes, 
and given up after being divested, &c. The Hero 
had many more men than the Upton. 

1002. Brig Providence, from Maryport to Nova 
Scotia, captured by the Diomede, and suuk. 
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1005. Brig Harmony from the same to the same, 
captured by ditto and ditto. 
‘ 1004. Brig’ Recovery, from Halifax for St. An- 
drews, driven ashore by the Diomede, and destroyed. 
* qcpSeveral valuable prizes made by the Diomede 
ar. yet to'be heard of ; but she herself has been cap- 
tured, in a fog, by thie enemy and sent to Halifax. 
1005. Brig Melpomene, 6 guns, laden with 250 
ipes of wine, sent into Newport, R. I. by the Chas- 
seur of Baltimore. 
1006. Brig Britania from Tenneriife, laden. with 
wine, sent into Beaufort, by the same. ~ 


$20,000—sent into Newbern by the cutter Hero of 
New-York. ; 

1024. Brig Liddelle, from Liverpool for New- 
foundIand, with salt, captured by the Amelia of 
Baltimore, and made a cartel of. ~ 

1025. Brig Jessie, 6 guns, from London for New- 
foundland, with bread, porter, &c. captured by the 
same and burnt. ? 

1026 Schr. Ann with an assorted cargo of dry 
goods, captured by the same, divested of her effects, 
and sent as a cartel to Halifax. i 

(C¥Several valuable prizes made by the Amelia, 





1007. Brig , laden with rum and sugar, 
from Jamaica for England, sent into a southern port, 
by the Roger of Norfolk. 3 

1008. Schooner 
Baltimore privateer. 

1009. Ship Henry Dundas for Lisbon, captured by 
the Rattlesnake and released. 

1010. Brig Indian Lass, from Liverpool for St. 
Michaels, with dry goods, &c. captured by the 
Grand Turk of Salem, divested of her dry goods and 
ordered in. Though this vessel has not arrived we 
consider her a good prize, for the Grand Turk has 





, sent into Newport bya 





! 


were manned and ordered into port. She has arriv- 
ed at New York after a cruise'of 85 days, during 
which she took 1400 tons of shipping, with property 
valued at a million of dollars, and made 80 prisoners. 

1927, 1028, two vessels captured by the Hero, of 
of New-York, on her voyage ‘from France and ran- 
somed. uote. 

1029. Schooner Octayia, sent into a southern port, 
by the Harrison of Baltimore. = vie 

1030, 1031. Brig Little Fox, and a schooner, taken 
by the U. S. sloop of war Frolic, previous to her 
capture and destroyed. Suche tar 





safely got into port with the merchandize, worth 
$65,000, and thirty prisoners. | 

1011. Brig Catharine, from Lisben for London, 
captured by the Grand Turk, recaptured by the 
British brig Bacchus, again captured by the Grand 


1032. Schooner Funchall, with rum and sugar, 
sent into Newbern, N.C. by the Hero of New-York. 








CHRONICLE. 





Turk, and then burnt. 

1012. Sloop Caroline, from London for St. Mi- 
chaels, with dry goods, &c. captured by the same, | 
divested of her cargo, and then given up. *,* The; 
Grand Turk took several other vessels, which she 
ordered in. 

1013, 1014, 1015, 1016, 1017. Three heayy gun- 
boats, one carrying a long 24 and a 68!b. carronade 
—exch of the others two heavy guns;—and two cut- 
ters, with about 180 men in all, and some smaller 
boats, captured by the riflemen under major Appling 
at Sandy creek. 

1018. Schr. Traveller, with 174 puncheons of 
rum, &c. sent into Thomastown, by the Diomede of} 
Salem. 

1019. Brig Ceres, from Buenos Ayres for London, 
with 400 tons of hides and tallow, captured by the 
Lawrence of Baltimore, and arrived at Portland. 
(C7 By mistake this vessel run into Shelburne, Naya 
Scotia, where he laid several hours, when the mistake 
was discovered by the prize-master’s going ashore to 
learn where he was! Ascertaining that, he came 
away speedily, but unmolested. The Lawrence has 
been off the Irish coast doing an active business. 
She had ordered a valuable prize to France. What 
will be her fate? 





There was a grand religious celebration at Boston 
on the 15th inst. “in commemoration of the good- 
ness of God in delivering the christian world from 
military despotism,”—or, in other words, of the 
triumphs if Great Briain and her allies in Europe. 

The extensive settlement of George Rap and his as- 
gciates, at Harmony, Pennsylvania, with all the 
buildings, improvements, &c. &c. is offered for sale. 
It consists of tree villagés—many mills, work-shops, 
factories, &c. and 9000 acres of land; 3000 of which 
are highly improved, with orchards, vineyards, mea- 
dows, &c. See some sketches of the place in page 
208. They have on the premises 3000 sheep and 600 
horned cattle. The stock is not offered for sale. The 
concern is about to remove tothe Indiana territory, 
and settle onthe Wadash. — ee Ta 

Lavewanir. We are furnished with a transla- 
tion from the “Ztoyal Gazette of Hayti,” containing a 
long report of the Prince of Limbe to the King , of 
his successful attack on “tort Sabousin, one of the 
late strong holds of Petion, telling how “his grace 
the duke  Artibowite,”? and “his grace the duke of 
Grande Riviere,” led on the celumns, &c. and carr 
ed the plage. Then follows an an account of his 
majesty’s gracious reception of the sable heroes. He 
made a great speech to the valiant dukes, and in- 


1020. Ship Cod Hook, with a cargo of 700 pater, vested them kuighis of the order of Si. Henry. Wow 
salt, some dry goods, crates, flour, bread and iron,! completely does he satirize the réyal knaveries and 


captured by the Diomede, and sent into Castine. 


fooleries of Europe! ButI don’t sée why a negro 





1021. Schooner Vittoria, captured by the letter of | king may not have such “legitimate rights” as well as 
margie cutter sloop Hero, of New-York, on her pas-ia white one. ae es 


sage from France—was inanned and ordered for an 
American port, but soon after retaken by a British 


FOREIGN NEWS. 9 
Louis X VE. was installed a knight of the garter, in 





vessel of war, and the American prize-crew all! great nomp, at London, on the 20th of April. He is 
taken out but one man, and replaced by Englishmen.' not in good health. A late New-York paper says, 


Afier being in possession of the British prize-crew a 
few days, they agreed to bring her into the first Ame- 
rican port. She is a fine large schooner and laden with 
rum and molasses, and arrived at Charleston on the 
6th instant. 

1022. The cargo of the Russian ship Joachim, very 
valuable, sent into a southern port by the Carcline of 
Baltimore, condemned as British property—vessel 
cleared. 

1023. Schr. Robert Hartwell, from Antigua for 
Bermuda, with sugar and molasses, valued at 








|‘ Bonaparte’s indisposition, which occasioned his co- 
tinuance at Fontainbleau » few days after his destiny 
was decided, was doubtless brought upon him by 
great anxiety and fatigue. It is stated by one of the 
gentlemen on board the Olivier, that Bonaparte for 
three weeks, was almost continually on horseback. 
His limbs were so swollen, that he was unable to dit 
mount ; and whenever it became necessary to relieve 
his horses, he was obliged to be lifted from the or¢ 
to the other. Had the contest continued.a few day® 





longer, he probably would not have survived its tel 
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yaination. It is also. stated, that the escort, whic 
:onducted Bonaparte to the port at which he was to 
embark for the island of Elba, were directed not to 
pass through any of the large towns on their way. 
This order was issued under the apprehension, that 
in Lyons or some other large city, he might have 
been destroyed by the fury of the populace. 

It is stated that the London bankers have offered 
Louis XVUI a loan of 12 millions, at 3 per cent. _ 
Barish PARLIAMENT.—House of Commdhs, April 
91—-Mr. Whitbread said, he had another question to 

ut for the sake of humanity. It was known, that 

y the treaty with Sweden, merry was guaranteed 
to that power. The Norwegians, however, appear- 
ed indisposed to this measure, and determined to 
resist the Swedish yoke. Qur government, it was 
stated, hal taken measures to prevent intercourse 
with “orway, and consequently deprive that coun- 
try of the means of obtaining provisions—in short, 
that we had undertaken the task of starving Nor- 
way intoa submission net to be effected by force.— 
He wished to know if orders to this end had been 


given. ; 
” The chancellor of the exchequer, observed, in a 


low tone, that Me subject was delicate, and the cir- 


cumstances were peculiar—but that the house were 
aware of the engagements of the treaty. 

Mr. Whitbread— Then the plan of starvation is real- 
ly adopted. 








Sa 





~ Law Intelligence. 


From the Wilmington ( WV. C._) Gazette, May 10. 

‘At our request, Robert H. Jones, esq. the United 
States district attorney, has obligingly furnished us 
with the following communication : 


United States, - : 
, TH. - \ Avemarte District, April term, 
Six negroes, two boats, muskets,{ 181i ~ - 
cutlasses, &&c. + ghee sl 
The hbel charged in substance—“That the British 


private armed ship of war the Murs of New-Provi- 
dence, ciuising near Currituck Inlet, about the 19th 
of October last, sent two’ boats with 17 armed men 
into Currituck’Sound, for the purpose of cutting 
out two armed schooners lying at anchor there.— 
The British party took possession of the vessels, 
and were preparing to carry them off, when captain 
Farrow Farron, ofthe militia of Currituck county, 


faised a part of his company, and after a short con-}"— 


test recaptured the vessels, and made prisoners of 
the eneitny. That among the prisoners were six ne- 
gro slaves, the property of somié subject or subjects 
of the king of Great Britain—The libel concluded 
with the usual pray@r.” 

Two of: the prisoners, ons, the officer who com- 
manded the party, the other, a sailor, testified that 
the negroes mentioned in the-libel with the other ar- 
ticles specified, were, at the capture thereof, the 
property of Rritish subjects residing at Néw-Provi- 
dence, whereupon his honor the district judge, re- 
solved the following points : 

Ist. That enemy’s property captured by a land 
force, as in this case, accrues to the U. States, and 
not to the.actual captors. - 1st Rob. Rep. 197,°198. 
2d. That the negroes mentioned in the libel with 
the other articles of property, are confiscable to the 


use of the United States, and a decree was accord: [ 


ingly so entered. 

'Nore.—In the case of the owners, officers and 
crew of the private armed vessel of wai the Snap 
Dragon, who had captured on the high seas from the 
ehemy a number of negroes, established to belong 
to the enemy at the time of the capture thereof, his 
honor dismissed the libel, upon the ground, as was 


understood, that the act of congress, commonly’ 
UL a A ’ 


called the non-importation slave act, retained its full 


force and operation; the acts concerning letters: of 
marque, prizes and prize goods notwithstanding. - 

At the close of the session of the federal court for’ 
this district, which adiourned on Thursday evening. 
last, the attorney for the United States stated to the 
court, that there were confined in the jail of this 
place some 40 or 50 negroes who had been captured 
of the enemy upon the high seas by the officers and’ 
crew of the United States’ brigs of war the Rattle- 
snake and Enterprize; an that with a view to-act 
understandingly in relation to those unfortunate per- 
sons and to promote as far in him lay the interest of 
the public and of individuals in this respect, he beg. 
ed leave to enquire of the court whether the opinion 
pronounced in the case of the Snap Dragon remained: 
unaltered by subsequent reflection upon the subject; 
That since the decision at EGenton upon this cir- 
cuit, he had inferred a change of opinion in the court 
upo” the interesting subject of this enquiry, not be- 
ing himself able to perceive a distinction in point of 
principle between that case when six negroes were 
adjudged forfeited to the United States, and the 
case of ‘he Snap Dragon, when the Jibel was dis- 
missed as to the negroes capiured and brought in. 
“By the cour:, { think sir, there is a plain distinc- 
tion in the principle of the two cases. Ihave seen 
no cause to change the opinion pronounced in the 
case of the Snap Dragon; indeed subsequent reflée- 
tion has tended to confirm me in it.” 

In consequence of this explanation no libel has 
been filed in behalf of the captors to bring this ques- 
tion again before the court. 


At the late session of the federal court of the U- 
States held for the district of Cape Fear, the fol- 
lowing cases were determined upon. 


Owners, officers and crew of the U. S-) 
brigs of war the Rattlesnake and En- 
terprnize, qui. tam. 

’ reg Condemned, 

The British private armed schooner the { 

Mars of New-Providence: 
— Libel dismissed appeal to the 
Spanish brig Isabellf%and cargo.) “eult court. 
Owners, officers and trew of the privat 


armed schooner Revenge, , 5 an proof ord red 
¢ 


Us 
Swedish brig Crown Prince. 
Owners, officers and crew of the private) 
armed schooner Snap Dragon, Salvage ; libel dis- 
Ve. issed. 

Swedish schooner Elizaandegrgo. 4 — 








Report on the Fisheries; 
BY MR, JEFFERSON. 


Report of the secretary of state, on the subject of the 
cod and whale fisheries, made con formably to an order’ 
of the house of representatives of the United States, 
referring to him the representation of the general 
court of the commonwealth of Massachusetts on 
those subjects February. 1st, 1791. 

The secretary of state, to whom was referred by 
the house of representatives, the representation from 
the general court of the commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, on the subjects of the cod and whale fishe- 
ries, together with the several papers accompanying 
it, has had the same under consideration, and there- 
upon makes the following REPORT— 

The representation sets forth, that, before the late 
war, about’ fotir thousand seamen, and twenty-four 
thousand ‘tons of shipping, were annually employed, 
from that state, in thé whale fishery, the produce 





whereof was about three hundred and fifty thousand 
pounds, lawful money, a year. : 
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That, previous to the same period, the cod fishery 
of that state employed four thousand men, and twen- 
ty-eight thousand tons of shipping, and produced 


-about two hundred and fifty thousand pounds a year. 


That these branches of business, annihilated du- 
ring the war, have been, in some degree, recovered 
since; but that they labor under many and heavy 
embarrassments, which if not removed or lessened, 
will vender the fisheries every year less extensive 
and important. ; 

That these embarrassments are, heavy duties on 
their produce abroad, and bounties on that of their 
competitors: and duties at home qn several articles, 
particularly used in the fisheries. 

And it asks that the duties be taken off—ihat 
bounties be given to the fishermen, and the national 
influence be used abroad, for obtaining better mar- 
kets for their produce. 

The cod and whale fisheries, carried on by differ- 
ent persons, from different ports, in different vessels, 
in different seas, and seeking different markets, 
agree in one circumstance, in being as unprofitable 
to the adventurer, as important to the public. A 
succinct view of the rise, progress, and present state, 
with different nations, may enable us to note the cir- 
cumstances which have attended their prosperity, 
and their decline, to judge of the embarrassments, 


successful war enabled them in 1713, ‘to force fram 
the French, a cession of the island of Newfoundland. 
Under these encouragements, the English and Ame. 
rican fisheries began to thrive. In 1731, we find the 
English take two hundred thousand kentals of fish, 
and the Americans two hundred and thirty thousand, 
besides the refuse fish, not fit for European markets, 
They continue to gain ground, and the French to 
lose if, insomuch, that about 1755, they are said to 
have been on a par: and, 1768, the French had only 
two hundred and fifty-nine vessels, of twenty-four 
thousand four hundred and twenty tons, nine thou- 
sand. seven hundred and twenty-two seamen, taking 
two hundred thousand kentals, while America alone, 
for some three or four years before that, and so on 
to the commencement of the late war, employed six 
hundred and sixty-five vessels, of twenty-five thou- 
sand six hundred and fifty tons, and four thousand 
four hundred and five seamen, and took from three 
hundred and fifty thousand, to upwards of four hun- 
dred thousand kentals of fish, and England a still 
greater quantity, five hundred and twenty-six thou- 
sand kentals, as is said. 

Spain had formerly relinquished her pretensions 
to a participation in these fisheries, at the close of 
the preceding war; and, at the end of this, the adja- 
cent continent and islands being divided between 





whichre said to oppress ours; to see whether they | the United States, the English and French (for the 
depend on our own will, and may, therefore, be re-| last retained two small islands merely for this oeb- 
medied immediately by ourselves, or, whether, de-) ject) the right of fishing was appropriated to’ them 


pending on the will of others, they are without reach 
of remedy, from us, either directly or indirectly. 
Their history being as unconnected as their pyac- 
tice, they shall be separately considered. _ 
Within twenty years after the supposed discoyery 
of Newfoundland, by the Cabots, we find thatthe, 





also. 

France, sensible of the necessity of balancing the 
power of England on the water, and therefore, of 
improving every resource for raising seamen, and 
seeing that her fishermen could not maintain their 
competition without some public patronage, adopted 


abundance of fish on its banks, had already drawn) the experiment of bounties on her own fish, and 
the attention of the people of. Europe. For, as early | duties on that of foreign nations, brought into her 
as 1517 or 1519, we are told of fifty ships being seen| markets. But notwithstanding this, her fisheries 
there at one time. ‘The first adventurers in that}dwindle, from a change taken place, insensibly, in 
fishery, were the Biscayans of Spain, the Basques}the character of her navigation, which, from being 
and Bas Bretons of France, all united anciently in| the most economical, is now become the most ex- 
language, and still in habits and in extreme paverty.| pensive. In 1786, she is said to have employed but 
‘The last circumstance enabled them long to retain | seven thousand men in this fishery, and to have taken 
a considerable share of the fisher¥. In 1577, the | four hundred and twenty-six thousand kentals; and 
French had one hundred and fifty vessels there; the| in 1787, but six thousand men, and one hundred and 
Spaniards had still one hundred; and the Portuguese | twenty-eight thousand kentals. She seems not yet 
fifty; when the English had only fifteen. The Spa-)sensible that the unthriftiness of her fisheries pro- 
niards and Portuguese seem at length to have retired |ceeds from the want of economy, and not the want 


silently, the French and English, claiming the fishery 
exclusively, as an appurtenance to their adjacent 
colonies, and the profits being too.small for nations 
surcharged with the precious metals proceeding 
from their mines. 

Without materials to trace the intermediate pro- 
gress, we only know, that so late as 1744, the French 
employed there five hundred and sixty-four ships, and 
twenty-seven thousand five hundred seamen; and 
took one million two hundred and forty-six thousand 
kentals of fish, which was three times the extent to 
which England and her colonies together carried 
this fishery at that time. 


.of markets; and that the encouragement of our 
fishery abridges that of a rival nation, whose power 
on the ocean has long threatened the loss of all ba- 
lance on that element. 

The plan of the English government, since the 
peace, has been to prohjbit all foreign fish in their 
markets, and they have given from eighteen to fifty 
pounds sterling, on every fishing vessel complying 
with certain conditions. This policy is said to have 
been so far successful as to have raised the number 





of seamen employed ia that business in 1716, to 
fourteen thousand, and the quantity of fish taken, to 
seven hurmdtred and thirty-two thousand kentals., The 


The English in the beginning of the seventeenth table No. 1, hereto annexed wil) present to the eye, 


century, had employed, generally, about one hundred | 


and fifty vessels in the Newfoundland fishery. About 
1670, we find them reduced to eighty, and one hun- 
dred, the inhabitants of New-England beginning; 
now to supplant them. A little before this, the Bri- 
tish parliament, perceiving that their citizens were 
unable to subsist on the scanty profits which sufficed 
for their poorer competitors, endeavored to give 
them some advantage by prohibiting the importation 





of foreign fish: and, at the close of the century, they 


this history more in detail. 

The fisheries of the United States, annihilated 
during the war; their vessels, utensils, and fishermen 
destroyed; their markets in the Mediterranean and 
British-America lost, their produce dutied in those 
of France, their competitors enabled by bounties ta 
meet and undersell them at the few markets re- 
maining open, without any public aid, and indeed, 
paying aids to the public: such were the hopeless 
auspices uader which this important business was to 


formed some regulations for their government and} be resumed. Yet it was resumed, and aided by the 
protection: and remitted to them some duties. A’ mere force of natural advantages, they employed du. 
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ting the years 1786,—7,—8,—9, on an average, five 
hundred and thirty-nine vessels, of nineteen thousand 
one hundred and eighty-five tons, three thousand two 
hundred and eighty-seven seamen, and took two 
hundred and fifty thousand six hundred and fifty 
kentals of fish: (see number 2) and.an official paper 
(number 3) shews that in the last of those years, our 
exportation amounted to three hundred seventy-five 

housand and twenty kentals, and thirty thousand 
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whether the profit be sufficient to continue it, or nots 


smaller sums than these suffice to turn the scale’ 


against it. ‘lo these disadvantages, add ineffectual’, 
duties on the importation of foreign fish. In justifi- | .. 
fish . 


cation of these last, it is urged that the foreign 
received, is in exchange for the produce of agricul- 
ture. To which it may be answered, that the thing. 
given, is more merehantable than that received in 
exchange, and that agriculture has too many mar- 


four hundred and sixty-one barrels, deduction made |kets to.be allowed to take away those of the fishe- 


of three thousand. seven hundred and one kentals, 
and six thousand three hundred and forty ~~ bar- 
els of foreign fish received and re-exported. (See 
‘9. 4.) Still, however, the calculation in (No. 5) 
hich accompany the representation, shew, that the 










small to afford a living to the fishermen, and on those 
»f 1789, there was such a loss as to withdraw thirty- 
hree vessels, of the town of Marblehead, alone, from 
he further pursuit of this business: And the appre- 
hension is, that, without some public aid, those still 
maining will continue to withdraw, and this whole 
ommerce be engrossed by a single nation. 
This rapid view of the cod-fishery, enables us to 
iscern under what policy it has flourished or de- 
lined in the hands of other nations, and to mark the 
ct, that it is too poor a business to be left, to itself, 
en with the nation the most advantageously si- 
rated. pert gem Mali 2% 
It will now be proper to count the advantages 
hich aid, and the disadvantages which oppose us 
this contest. : 
Our advantages are— 
1. The neighborhood of the great fisheries,. which 
mits our fishermen to bring home their fish to be 
ited by their. wives and children. 
2. The shore fisheries, so near at hand as to enable 
> vessels to run into port in a storm, am so lessen 
risk, for which distant nations must pay insu- 
nce. 
5. The winter fisheries, which, like household 
nufactures employ portions of time which would 
erwise be useless. - 
4. The smallness.of the vessels, which the short- 
8s of the voyage enables us to employ, and which, 
sequently, requires but a small capital. 
). The cheapness of our vessels, which do not cost 
ve the half of the Baltic fir. vessels computing 
e and duration. j 
. Their excellence as sea-boats, which decreases 
risk, and quickens the returns. 
- The superiority of our mariners in skill, acti- 
» enterprize, sobriety and order. 
: The cheapness of provisions. 
‘The cheapness of casks, which, of itself, is said 
be equal to an extra profit of fifteen per cent. 
hese advantages are of such force, that while ex- 
ence has proved that no other nation can make 
rrcantile profit on the Newfoundland fishery, nor 
Support it without national aid, we can make a 






















Used in 
the fish- 


§ profit, if vent for our fish can be procured. 

i the disadvantages opposed to us, those which 
nnage and navalduties on the vessels employed 
e fishery. i 

sses, hooks, lines and leads, duck, 

“Se and cables, iron, hemp and twine, } &Y- 
tax levied by the state on their persons. This 
ment (No. 6,) shews the amount of these, ex- 
dye to be 5. 25 dollars per man, or 57. 75 dol- 

T vessel of sixty-five tons. When a business is 


end on ourselves are— 
post duties on salt, on tea, rum, sugar, 
parse woollens worn by the fishermen; and the 
ve of the state-tax, and drawback on the fish 
| arly an €quilibrio, that one can hardly discern 


rofits of the sales in the year 1787,—8, were wo) 





ries. It will rest, therefore, with the wisdom of the 
legislature, to decide, whether prohibition should 
not be opposed to prohibition, and high duty to high 
duty, on the fish of other nations:. whether any, and 


which of the naval and other duties, may:be remit--: , 
ted, or an equivalent given to the fisherman in the ~ 


form of a drawback or bounty; and whether the loss ' 
of markets abroad may not, in some degree, be com- 


might contribute the constituting fish.a part of the — 
military ration, in stations not too distant, from 
navigation, a part of the necessary sea-stoves Of ves- 
sels, and the encouraging private individuals -to let 


pensated by creating markets at. home; to which _. 


a 
5: 


the fishermen share. with the cultivator, in furnishing: ~ 


the supplies of the table. A habit introduced from °° 
motives of patriotism, would soon be followed fzdm ~ 
motives of taste: and who will undertake to. fix li- 
mits to this demand, if.it can be once excited, with 
a nation which doubles, and will long continue to 
double at very short periods? Ne” ahs 

Of the disadvantages, which depend:on others, 
are— ’ ‘ 3 ; be he 
1. The loss of the Mediterranean markets. 

2. Exclusions from the markets of some of our 
neighbors. 

5. High duties in those of others, and 

4. Bounties to the individuals in competition with 
us, 

The consideration of these, will find its place more 
aptly, after a review of the condition of our whale 
fishery, shall have led us to the same point. To this . 
branch of the subject, therefore, we will now pro- 
ceed. U 

The whale fishery was first brought into notice of 
the southern nations of Europe, in the fifteenth cen- 
tury, by the same Biscayans and Basques, who led 
the way to the fishery of Newfoundland. They began 
it on their own coasts, but soon found that the princi- 
pal residence of the whale, was in the northern seas, 
into which, therefore, they pursued him. In 1578, 
they employed twenty-five ships in that business; the 
Dutch and Hamburghers took it up after this, and 
about the middle of the seventeenth century, the 
former employed about two hundred ships, and the 
latter three hundred and fifty. 

The English endeavored also to participate of it. 
In 1672*, they offered to their own fishermen, 2 
bounty of six shillings a ton, on the oil they should 


| bring home; and instituted at different times, differ- 


ent exclusive companies, all of which failed of suc- 
cess. They raised their bounty in 1733f, to twenty 
shillings a ton on the admeasurement of the vessel. 
In 1740, to thirty shillings with a privilege to the 
fishermen against being impressed. The Basque- 


fishery, supported by poverty alone, had maintained, . 


but a feeble existence, before competitors, aided by 
the bounties of their nation, and was, in fine, annihi- 
lated by the war of 1745, at the close of which, the 
English bounty was raised to forty shillings. From 
this epoch, their whale fishery went on between the 
limits of twenty-eight and sixty-seven vessels, till 
the commencement.of the-last war. 








"25 Car. I. c. 7. 
76 G. Il. c. 35. 
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The Dutch, .in the mean time, had declined gra-| 1765, was rising into value. In 1788, they increase,’ 





ually to about one, hundred and thirty ships, and} the.r Sountics, and the tempiations to our fisher. 
‘have since that! falferi down to less than half that}inen, under the general deseription of toreigners 
‘number: so that ‘their fishery, notwithstanding al|who had been employed in the whale fishery, 1, 
‘bounty of thirty florins a man, as well as that ofjpsss over with their families and vessels to the 
‘Hamburg, is now, nearly out of competition. 


British dominions either i America or Europe, but 
‘Ini 2715, the Americans began their whale fishery: }preferably to the latter. The effect of these mei. 
They were led to itat first by the whales which pre-|sures had been prep. red by our whale oils becoming 
4énted themselves on their coasts. They attacked} subject, in their market, to the foreign duty of eigh. 
them there in small vessels of forty tons. As the|‘cen pounds five shillings sterling, the ton, which, 
‘whale; being infested, retired from the coast; they} being niore than equal to the price of the commm 
followed him farther and farther into the ocean, still oil, operated as a prohibition on that, and gave t 
-emlarging their vessels, with their adventures, to their own spermac#ti oil, a preference over Ours ty 
‘sixty, one hundred and two hundred tons. Having} that amount. The particulars of this history are pr. 
extended their pursuit to the western islands, they |sented to the eve, more in detail, in the table No.7 
‘fell in accidentally with tlie spermacati whale, ofa! he fishermen of the United States; left withoi 
wifferent species from that of Greenland, which | resource by the loss of théiv market; began to thi 
-alone, had been hitherto known in commerce; more |of accepting the British invitation, and of removing 
fierce and active, and whose oil and head matter was}—some to Nova Scotis, preferring smaller adv; 
‘found td be more valuable; as it might be used in the tages in the neighborhood of their ancient county 
interior houses, without offending the smell. Thejand friends, others to Great Byitain, post poniiy 
distinction now first arose between the northern and {country and friends to high premidms. 
southern fisheries; the object of the fornxr, being! ‘The government of France could not be inattentiy 
the Greenland whale; which frequents the northefn|to these proceedings. They saw the danger of Jetting 
‘eoasts ‘and seas of Europe and America, that of the/four or five thousand seamen, of the best in tk 
latter being the spermaczti whale, which was found}world, Se transferred to the marine strength of ay 


‘.jn the southern seas, from the western islands, and|ther nation, and carry over with them an art, whi 


coast of Africa to that of Brazil, and still on to the; they possessed almost exclusively. To give time ff 
Faulkland islands. Here again, withit soundings, on}a counter-plan, the marquis de la Fayette, thew 
the coast of Brazil, they found a third species of|luable friend and citizen of this, as well as ti 
whale, which they caHed the black or Brazil whale,|country,; wrote to a gentleman in Boston to dissusl 
§maller than the Greenland; yielding a still less va-}the fishermen from accepting the British pro 
luable oil, fit only for summer use, as it becomes|and to assure them that their friends in Fran 
opaque at fifiy degrees of Fahrenheit’s thermometor, | would endeavor to do something for them. A ve 
while that of the spermaceti whale is limpid to|was then arrived from Malifax, at Nantucket, to 
forty-one, and that of the Greenland whale to thirty-!off those, Who had proposed to remove. Two famil 
six, of the same thermometor. It is only worth taking| hac gone aboard, and otfiers were going. In 
therefore, when it falls in the way of the fishermen, |moment, the letter arrivitig, suspended their desig 
but not worth seeking, except when they have fuiled | Not another went on board, and the vessel ret 
of success against the sperinaceti whale, in which|to Halifax with only the two families. 
case, this kind, easily found and taken, serves to| The plan adopted by the French ministry, § 
moderate their Juss. diiferent from that of the first mover, was to git 
In 1771, the Americans had one hundred and!counter invitation to the Nantucket men to re 
eighty-three vessels, of thirteen thousand eight hun-|and settle in Dunkirk, offering a bounty oft 
dred and twenty tons, in the northern fishery, and|livres (between nine ard ten dollars) a ton on 
one hundred and twenty-one vessels, of fourteen; admeasurement of the vessels they should equip 
thousand and twenty tons, in the southern; navigated | the whale-fishery, with some other advantages. ¥ 
by four thousand and fifty-nine men. At the begin-| families only, of thirty-three persons, accepted 
ning of the late war, they had one hundred and |mvitation. This was in 1785. In 1786, the mini 
seventy-seven vessels in the northern, and one hun-|were led to see, that their ifivitation wodld pre 
dred and thirty-two in the southern fishery. ibut little effect, and that the true means of pret 
At that period, our fishery being suspended, the|ing the emigration of our fishermen to the Bn 
English seized the opportunity of pushing theirs.|dominions, would be to enable them still to 
They gave additional bounties of five hundred, four|their calling from their native country, by { 
hundred, three hundred, two hundred, one hundred {them a new market for their oils, instead of tlt 
pounds sterling, annually, to the five ships, which|one they had lost. The duties were, th 
should take the greatest quantities of oil. ‘The effect abated on American cil immediately, and a fi" 
of which was such, as, by the year 1786, to double|abatement promised by the letter, No. 8; ™ 
the quantity of common oil, necessary for their own | December, 1787, the arret, No. 9, was passed. | 
consumption. Finding, on a review of the subject,| The rival fishermen immediately endeavom™ 
at that time, that their bounties had cost the govern- | turn this measure to their own advantage, by? 
ment thirteen pounds ten shillings sterling, a manjing their whale oils into the markets 
annually, or sixty per-cent. on the cargoes, a part of |where they were enabled, by the great pre 
which went consequently to easethe purchases of|received from their government, perhaps to?” 
this article made by foreign nations, they reduced |traordinary indemnifications, to undersell 
the northern bounty from forty to thirty shillings|French and American fishermen. To re? 
the ton, of admeasurement. measure, France shut her ports to all foreift 
They had some little time before turned their at-joils whatever, by the arret, No. 10. T he ® 
tention to the southern fishery, had given very great | whale fishery fell, in consequence, the enswinf 
bounties in it*, and had invited the fishermen of the |from two hundred and twenty-two, to one h 
United States to conduct their enterprizes. Unde: }«nd seventy-eight ships. But this general exe 
their guidance, and with such encouragement, this |had palsied our fishery also. On the seventh’ 
fishery, which had only begun with them in 1784 or|cember, 1788, therefore, by the arret, No. 


* 26 G. Lil. c. 50. | t 28 Q@. IL. c. 20. 
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ports of France, still remaining shut to all other 
nations; were again opened to the produce of the 
whale fisheries of the United States; continuing, 
however, their endeavors to recover a share in this 
fishery themselves, by the aid of our fishermen. In 
1784;—5,—6, they had four ships; in 1787, three; 
in 1788, seventeen in the two fisheriés,; of four thou- 
sand five hundred tons. These cost them in bounty 
two hundred and twenty-five thousand livres, which 
divided on one thousand five hundred and fifty tons 
of oil, the quantity they took, amotintéd to one hun- 
dred and forty-five livres (near twenty-seven dollars) 
the ton; and on about one hundred natives on board 
the seventeen ships, (for there were one hundred and 
fifty Americans engaged by the voyage) came to two 
thousand two hundred and fifty livres, or about 
four hundred and sixteen dollars and two-thirds a 
man. 

We have had during the years 1787, 1788, 1789, 
on an average, ninety-one vessels, of five thousand 
éight hundred and twenty tons, in the northern, and 
thirty-one, of four thousand three hundred and ninety 
tons, in the southern fishery. See No. 12. 


These detajls will enable congress to see with 
what a competition we have to struggle for the con- 
tinuance of this fishery, not to say incréase. Against 
prohibitory duties in one country, and bdunties to 
the adventurers in both of those which are contend- 
ing with each other for the same object, ours have 
no auxiliaries but poverty and rigorous economy. 
The business, unaided, is a wretched one. The 
Dutch have peculiary advantages for the northern 
fishery, as being within six or eight days sail of the 
grounds, as navigating with more economy than any 
other nation in Europe, their seamen content with 
lower wages, and their merchants with lower profits. 

et the memorial (No. 15,) from a committee of 
the whale merchants to the states general of Hol- 
Iund in the year 1775, states, that fourteen millions 
of guilders, equal to five millions six hundred thou- 
sand dollars, had been lost in that fishery in forty- 
Seven years, being about one hundred and twenty 
thousand dollars a year. The states general there- 
Upon gave a bounty of thirty guilders a man to the 
fishermen. A persott intimately acquainted with the 
British whale fishery, and whose information merits 
Confidence, has giten assurance that the ships em- 
ployed in their northern fishery in 1788, sunk eight 
hundred pounds each, on an average, more than the 
amount of produce and bounties. An English ship of 
three hundred tons, and forty-two seamen, in this 
ishery, generally brings home, after four months 
voyage, twenty-five tons of oil, worth four hundred 
ané thirty-seven pounds ten shillings, sterling; but 
the wages of the officers and seamen will be four 
hundred potinds, there remains but thirty-seven 
pounds ten shillings, not worth taking into account 
towards the outfit and merchant’s profit. These then 
must be paid by the government; and it is on this 
idea that the British bounty is calculated. 


Our vessels for the northern fishery average sixty” 
four tons; and cost, when built, fitted out, and vic- 
tualled for their first voyage, about three thousand 
dollars. They have taken on an average the last 
three years, according to the statement (No. 12,) 
€ighteen ton of oil, worth, at our market, nine hun- 
dred dollars, which are to pay all expenses, and sub- 
, Our vessels for 
the southern fishery average one hundred and forty 
tons, and cost, when built, fitted out, and victualled, 
for their first voyage, about six #housand five hun. 
dred dollars. They have taken on an average, the 
three last years, according to the same statement, 
thirty-two tons of oil, each worth at our market, 


three thousand two hundred dollars, which are in 
like manner, to pay all expenses, and subsist the 
owners and navigators These expenses are great, 
as the voyages are generally of twelve months du-- 
rafion. No hope can arise of their condition being 
bettered by an augmentation of the price of oil. This 
is kept down by the competition of the vegetable 
oifs; which answer the same purposes, not quite so 
well; but well enough to become preferable, were 
the price to be raised, and so well indeed as to be 
more generally used than the fish oils for lightening 
houses and cities. 


The American whale fishery is principally fol- 
lowed by the inhabitants of the island. of Nantucket, 
a sand bar of about fifteen miles long and three 
broad, capable of maintaining by its agriculture 
about twenty families: but it employed in these fish- 
erics before the war, between five and six thousand 
men and boys; and in the only harbor it possesses, it 
had one hundred and forty vesselsy one hundred and 
thirty-two of which were of the largest kind, as 
being employed in the southern fishery. In agricul- 
ture then, they have no resource, and, if that of their 
fishery cannot be pursued from their own inhabi- 
tants, it is natural that they should seek others, 
from which it can be followed, and preferably those 
where they will find a sameness of language; reli- 
gion, laws, habits and kindred. A foreign emissary 
has lately been among them, for the purpose of re- 
newing the inVitations to a change of situation. But 
attached to their native country, they prefer conti- 
nuing in it, if their continuance there, can be made 
supportable. 


This brings us to the question, what relief does 
the condition of this fishery require? 


1st. A remission of duties on the articles used for 
their calling. 


2d. A retaliating duty on foreign oils, coming to 
seek a competition with them in or from our ports. 

31. Free markets abroad. 

Ist. The remission ef duties will stand on nearly 
the same ground, with that to the cod fishermen. 

2d. The only nation whose oil is brought hither for 
competition with our own, makes ours pay a duty of 
| about eighty-two dollars the ton, in their ports.— 
Their’s is brought here too, to be re-shipped frau- 
dulently, under our flag into ports where it could not 
be received under theirs, and ought not to be covered. 
by ours, if we mean to preserve our own admission 
into them. The 

3d. And principal object, is to’ find markets for 
the vent of oil. 


Portugal, England, Holland, Sweden, Denmark, 
Prussia, Russia, the Hanse towns, supply themselves 
‘and something more. Spain and Italy receive sup- 
iplies from England, and need the less as their skies 
are clearer. France is the only country which can 
jtake our surplus, and they take principally of the 
common oil; as the habit is but commencing with 
them of ascribing a just value to that of the sperma- 
exti whale. Some of this, however, finds fts vent 
there. There was, indeed, a particular interest per- 
petually soliciting the exclusion of our oils from 
itheir markets. The late rovernment there saw well; 
that what we should lose thereby, would be gained 
by others, not by themselves. And we are to hope 
that the present government, as wisely and friendly, 
|will also view us, not as rivals, but as co-operators 
against a common rival. Friendly arrangements with 
them, and accommodation to mutual interest, ren 
dered easier by friendly dispositions existing on 
| both sides, may long secure to us this important re- 
Jsource for our seamen. Nor is it the interest of the 
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fishermén’ alone; Which calls for the cultivation of 
friendly arrangements with that nation. Besides five- 
eighths of our whale oil, and two-thirds of our salted 
fish, they. take front us one-fourth of our tobacco, 
three-fourths of our live-stotk, (No. 14) a considera- 
ble and growing portion of our rice, great supplies 
ogcasionalty of other grain; in 1789, which, indeed, 
Was extraordinary, four millions of bushels of wheat, 
and upwards ofa million of bushels of rye and barley 
(No. 15) and nearly the whole carried in our own 
vessels (No. 16.) They are a free market now; and 
will in time be a valuable one for our ships and ship- 
timber, pot-ash and peltry. 


ao oo 


ceive in ours, must draw their subsistence frony 
Europe, which would increase that part of their 
expenses in the proportion of four to seven, and so 
far operate as a duty towards festoring the. level 
between them and us. The tables No. 2, and 12, 
will shew the quantity of tonnages and consequently 
the mass of seamen whose interests are in distress; 
ind No. 17 the materials for indemnification. 


If regulations, exactly the counterpart of those 
established against us, would be ineffectiial from a 
difference of circumstances, other regtilations equi- 
valent can give no reasonable ground of complaint to 
any nation. Admitting their right of keeping their 





F.ngland is the market for the greater part of our; 
spermaceti oil. They impose on all our oils, a duty} 
of eighteen pounds five shillings sterling the ton, 
which, as to the common kind, is a prohibition, as 


has been before observed, and as to that of the sper- 


maceti, gives a preference of theirs over ours to that | 


amount, so as to leave, in the end, but a scanty bene- 
fit to the fishermen: and not bong since, by a change 
of construction, without any change of the law, it 
was made to exclude our oils from their ports, when 
carried in cur own vessels. On some change of cir- 
cumstance, it was construed back again to the re- 


markets to themselves; ours cannot be denied of 
keeping our carvying trade to ourselves. And if 
there be any thing unfriendly in this, it was in the 
first example. ) 


The loss of seamen unnoticed, would 3e followed 
by other losses in a long train. If we have no sea- 
men, our ships will be useless, consequently our 
ship-timber, iron and hemp—our ship-building will 
be at an end—ship carpenters go over to other na- 
jions—our young men have no call to the sea—our 
produce carried in foreign bottoms, be saddled with 
war, freighttand insurance m times of war; and the 





ception of our oils; on paying always, however, the 
same duty of eighteen pounds five shillings. This 
serves to show, that the tenure, by which we hold 
the admission of this commodity in their markets, is 
as precarious as it is hard. Nor cai it be announced, 
that there is any disposition on the:r part to arrange 
this or any other commercial] matter, to mutual con- 


venience. The exparte regulations, which they have 


begun, for mounting their navigation on the ruin of, 


‘ 


ours, can only be opposed by counter regulations on 
our part. And the loss of seamen, the natural conse- 
quence of lost and obstructed markets for our fish 
and oil, calls, in the first place, for serious and timely 
attention. It will be too late, when the seaman sliall, 
have changed his vocation, or gone over to another: 
interest. If we cannot recover and secure for him, 
those important branches of empiovyment, it behoves | 
us to replace them by others equivalent. We have 
three nurseries for forming seamen:— 


1..Our coasting trade already on a safe footing. 


2. Our fisheries, which, in spite of natural advan- 
tages, give just cause of anxiety. 


3. Our carrying trade, the only resource of indem- 
nification for what we lose in the other. The produce 
of the United States, which is carried to foreign 
markets, is extremely bulky. That part of it, now in 
the hands of foreigners, and which we may resume 
into our own, without touching the rights of those 
nations who have met us in fair arrangements by 
treaty, or the interests of those, whe, by their volun- 
tary regulations, have paid so just and liberal a 
respect to our interest, as, being measured back to 
them again, places both parties on as good ground, 
perhaps, as treaties could place them—the propor- 
tion, I say, of our carrying trade, which may be re- 
sumed without affecting either of these descriptions 
of nations, will find constant employment for ten 


, 
‘ 


history of the last one hundred years, shows that the 
|Mation which is our catrier, has three years of war 
for every four years of peace. (No. 18.) We losey 
‘auring the same periods, the carriage for bellige- 
irent powers, which the neutrality of our flag would 
‘render an incalculnble source of profit: we lose at 
ithis moment the carriage of our own produce, to 
the annual amount of two millions of dollars, which; 
in the possible progress of the encroachment, may 
extend to five or six millions, the worth of the 
whole, with an increase ir the proportion of the 
increase of our numbers. It is easier, as well as bet- 
ter, to stop this train at its entrance, than when it 
shall have ruined or banished whole classes of 
useful and mdustrious citizens. 


It will, doubtless, be thought expedient, that the 
resumption suggested should take effect so gradu- 
ally as not to endanger the loss of produce tor the 
want cf transportation; but that, in order to create 
transportation, the whole plan should be developed, 
and made known at once, that the individuals, who 
may be disposed to lay themselves out for the car- 
rying business, may make their calculations on a 
full view of all circumstances. 


On the whole, the historical view we have taken of 
these fisheries, proves they are so poor in themselves 
as to come to nothing with distant nations, who do 
not support them from their treasury. We have seen, 
that the advantages of our position, place our fishe- 
ries on a ground somewhat higher, such as to re- 
lieve our treasury from the necessity of giving them 
support, but not to permit it to draw support from 
them, nor to dispense the government from the obli- 
gation of effectuating free markets for them; that for 
the great proportion of our salted fish, for our com- 
mon oil, and part of our spermacati oil, markets 
may, perhaps, be preserved by friendly arrange- 








thousand seamen—be worth two millions of dollars 
annually—will go on augmenting with the popul:. 
tion of the United States—secure to us a full indem- 
nification for the seamen we lose~—and be take 
wholly from those who force us to this act of self. 
protection, in navigation. 


Hence, too, would foliow, that their Newfoundtana 
» ships, not receiving provisions from us in their bot- 


ments towards those nations whose arrangements 
are friendly to us; and the residue be compensated 
by giving to the seamen thrown out of business the 
certainty of employment in another branch, of which 


we have the sole disposal. 
THOMAS JEFFERSON, 


Secretary of state. 
February 18t, 1791. 


(The tables and documents in next number.y 





toms, nor permitted (oy a law of their own) to re. 











